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Rashid A11 Khan, presently Munster 
Govern men. of Sind, immediately al'te: 
sumption of office, announced that ho would regu¬ 
larly donate his monthly salary to Eribi Trust. In 
this age of TnateriaUsm., this is very commendable 
act on the- part el a Minister and shows the trust 
that he reposes in that institution. Persons tike 
:i: ;■ who vai;e the services ol organisations that 
are honestly and sincerely working fer the benefit 
ot humanity r and who burnish proof of their confi¬ 
dence in them in such a manner, dcstarve our whole 
-hearted appreciation and respect. 
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M LtlKAN F RESS INTERN ATI ON A L 


AT A GLANCE 


Me h. ran Press International (MPI) was estao - 
lti 1 985. it has as its ran in objective the 
I Lblication o£ books on personalities and institutions 
that have distinguished themselves in the field of 
iu .11 service, during the lifetime of such individu- 
111#, As a first step Lr. that direr '.ion „ it has publish- 
i n 1936 a book La Urdu on Maulana Ed hi entitled 
1 V. Li ala n a Ed hi—A Personality, a Character". and 
mother A Spark in the Dark 11 on Mr. Francis X. 
bubo, Chairmna n, Pakistan Red Crescent Society, 
hind, This year (1987) another bnok on Maulana 
I I hi, r.D'.v in your hands, has been published simul¬ 
taneously in five languages; English, Arabic, Urdu, 
Sind hi and G ujrati. 


About 3 5 notable individuals. a:id institutions 
of Karachi engaged in social service are the subject 
m another 30(1-page book ''Burning Tcurches 11 , ex¬ 
pected to be published early next year (1983). 

N'PI will Insha Allah continue to bring out publi¬ 
cations about people who are playing an active 
and noteworthy role in the field of social service. 


Now, by Lht* Grace of God, MiPl has internatio¬ 
nal!: launched a feature service, The International 
Feature Service of Pakistan (IpFOP] will • supply 
features, gratis, internationally as well os within 
Pa kistan. 


i 



I* 


FORK W O R D 



The subject of this book ts not art angel but 
a human being and that human being is one who 
has dedicated his life to the service ol fellow human 
s. Abdus Sgtt.tar Esni has been in the lieid 
oi social service tor 1 the past 38 years, but my 
first opportunity tea meet him was cui.y three years 
back* in 193,4. Being much younger in age, it is 
hardly possible fur :ne to encompass the long span 
of time he has spent serving the cause of humanity. 


rn 198b 1 published a book on him entl 

"Mauiana Kdh i-A Personality, a Character 1 . To 

collect factual material for it., 1 spent quite 3 tew 

months observing him and his work and visiting 

■ _ « 

the various social service centres set up: by him. 
During all those visits, he never offered me even 
one cup of ten. For the preparation o this book, 
row ip your hands, which is being published after 
about a year and a half* simultaneously in five 
langur go Si EM GLI511, ARABIC, U R DIJ i S1N D H1 a r; d 
GU JR ATI, many mo re visits had to be made to his 
office and to the Centres, often an his company. 
However, i always found him the same, unchanging 
Ed hi. Since this might give some readers the i in¬ 
ure sc ion thnt he is rather uncourt ecus, I must 

hurry to say that bt? lias so moulded his life as to 

refrain from drinking tea at any oi bis Centres or 
offering it to any of his visitors. This is just one 
of the principles of his clean and honest life. That 

is why his atLimde did not give rise to any com¬ 
plaint art my part. On the contrary, Lt added to 

the regard and respect I had'for him in my heart,. 

During my journalistic life, > have had several 

occasions to interview people belonging Lo the field 

of social service but never have 1 met one like 

Ahdus Sattar Edhi, 
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Bilqoes Ed hi shortly before her marriage, 
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Maul&na Ed hi 
in 1954. Toda 
an Emergency 
floor and a di 
eti the upper 
women receive 


tfore than a nunc 
tten ti qji here cly 





















































I he book id based mostly on closely observed 
lL it:is and these facts are such ns to make nne 
wonder if such a man really exists in our times 
a nd in our t>wn country, Pakistan . Edhi comes of 
a Jvhrmon family and this community has to its; credit 
a commendable record of social service. As mention¬ 
ed earlier, at ry age T cannot possibly cover in 
detail ah the long years of his social service, It 
would not be an ^understatement to say that only 
lea percent of lbs services could be recorded in this 


small bno:k. \ would invite you in m.ect this man, 

observe him while? he is engaged in bis mission 
ffvery day of the week not from dawn to dusk, 
but till very late in the night, examine his work 
With a critical eye and f am sure you will find in 
him a unique personality of our age. 


People addins 5 him as Maulana. an honorific 
generally used for people well-versed in Islamic 
studies; Quran, Hadeeth, Fiqh etc., Abdus Sattar 
hdhi :s not a Maulana in that sense. The only 
outward sign of a Mania in his person is his beard. 
It is actually his work, his mission that has earned 
him this respectable form of address. Anti none 
would deny that his mission is in full accord with 
the teachings of Islam. 

3 

Elt? is not narrow-minded, makes no distinction 
between this man and that man on the basis of 
c0lobr or creed. He is out to serve all suffering 
humanity. His ideological bent led to opposition 
Irom a vocal section of his community, but he 
ignored it and founded an institution under the 
name of Ed hi Trust. Small though it was in the 
heninning., it is now a large organization well-known 
no! only in Karachi hut throughout Pakistan and 
beyond. Any calamity, natural or otherwise, be it 
iin earthquake t a Cyclone, an epidemic or a bomb 
blast by terrorists or any other man-made tragedy. 
S\bhi arrives there (means permitting) with his men 
materials for rescue and relief operations. 
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While ir. his company and observing him closely 
what h&ji impressed me deeply is his strong Faith. 
An ascetic {'Faqir 1 ) by temperament, or by choice, 
he begs of God alone. And Almighty A'.lah gives 
him what ho wants. This may be because he begs 
nriL for himself but tor the suffering humanity, 
lie says np has 'seen' tied from close quarters. 


W h i: r c ? \y i t h t h c cripple d , 


the sick, the destitute. 


the decrepit and the rrentaliy-derangec 


W:it h his Trust's annual budget now running 
in tens of millions of rupees, bn himself is still 
seen clad m grey-cloth ’kurta' and 'pyjama 1 (shirt 
and pyjamas) chat, he used to wear 38 years ago, 
He still rests or sleeps at night on a wooden bench 
oi his dispensary and still ea ts as his breaks fast 
a left-over loaf of bread baked a day earlier. He 
neither chews betol-icaves nor smokes; does not 
like to view T.V. programmes or listen to radio 

broadcasts. 


T once asked him, "Edhi Saheb, you say the 
live daily prayers regularly. May 1 know what 
you beg ol Allah?" "It is only one wish: O Allah; 
g rant me the ability to do some good deed. '' he 
replied softly. 

His heart throbs with the desire to do as 
much good as possible for his country* for his 
people and for humanity at large. He wants to see 
no victim of an accident or disaster die without 
receiving first-aid. In an emergency, just ring 
any of the Ed hi Centres in Karachi and ati ambu¬ 
lance with necessary relief supplies will arrive at 
the Leaven nddress within 10 minutes, He wants to 

make- similar facilities available everywhere in this 
country and, later, in other developing countries. 
But his difficulty is the lack of availability of 
willing, honest workers. Even today, people cheat 
him, tell him lies, call Him names on the telephone 
and even on his face. His reaction is only el wan 
smile, Those who doubt his integrity and sincerity. 


LU 



























that imaginary "sir, 11 


arc 


or accuse him cu this or 
only the ones who do not pause to take account 
of their own thoughts and actions. Today, in the 
largest and snest populated city of Pak'.fstahj people 
repose such ccmfidencc and trust in him that who- 
aver wants to give Zakat or charity in money or 
material, thinks first of Ed hi Trust. His person 
HUd his name have become a symbol ol trust» l'o 
him. all sueh moneys and goods are a trust of the 
people; he spends not a single paisa of the Trust 
on himself hor bis family* 


This great man shuns publicity. He has been 
t ie Editor of a GujratL magasme but does not like, 
giving interviews for self-publicity. Hi& mission it 
..ill that matters to him. Of his projects, on-going 
and cm the anvil, the largest aims at. training of 
about 2,000 girls to make them useful citi zen s. A 
Centre tor them Is being constructed under the 
supervision of Bilqces Edh'i foundation. It w ill im¬ 
part education to giris for* Matriculation and Degree 
examinations, sewing, embroidery work and teach¬ 
ing. After training i the girls will be attached to 
centres to be established in different cities of the 
country. Each centre wil be provided with ambulan¬ 
ces and first-aid and relief goods. In Abdus dattar 
l : ,dhi*s considered opinion, based, of course, on 
experience, women have a better and greater sense 
of duty, service and sacrifice than men. That is 
why he has given preference to women lor education 
anti training. He visualizes that in ten years' time, 
wifi have raised a large women's corps, wcSl- 


c 


equipped for social service. After having estblishcd 
much centres in all the cities of Pakistan, at least 
the larger ones, he will try to set up .similar centres 
in the larger cities and towns of other developing 
countries. 

His wife, BLlqees Ed hi, also thinks on similar 
lines. Her heart, too, is full of zeal for social 
service. She shares her husband's feelings for the 
suffering humanity and assists him in carrying out 


his mission. She has become a very active social 

w 

worker alter the asta blishrrtont of the Bilqecs Ediii 
Foundation • There is no doubt that s-lhe hab fully 
imbibed Lhe spirit Liiat n jvcs and motivates her 

husband. 

Keeping in view the personality , the character 
and Lhr. achievements of Abdujs b a- Liar Edhi for 
the jatxxl of humanity, onc rightly- shares the gene¬ 
ral feeling that he deserves a NOBEL PRTZE, 


K . K , AWAW 
































MAULANA ABDUS SATTAR. EDHI 


---The Angel of Mercyl 

Yes, They cat] him ^ The Angel of Mercy"! 
The name of Maulana Abdus Sat tar Edhi is a house¬ 
hold word in Pakistan today. Even a child knows 
him- And now, h]s fame is crossing the barriers 
of countries and continents. Recipient of the Philip¬ 
pines' prestigious Ramon Mag say say Award for Pub¬ 
lic Service, Maul ana Edhi 1 s work is already getting 
known and being acknowledged worldwide, it deser¬ 
ves to* In fact, it is already acquiring the propor¬ 
tions of a movement. A purely humanitarian move¬ 
ment-caste or creed bein^ no bar. Be they the 

victims ot the Saddar bomb blasts in Karachi, the 
earthquake victims in Chit ml, the flood victims of 
Bangladesh, the drought-stricken Ethiopians, or, 
for that matter, injured soldiers in war “torn Beirut 

---Arabs or Israelis--everyone would be equally 

nerved by Matdana Edhi, Because they are all hu¬ 
mans ! He firrr.ly believes that social service is a 
human need. 

Number three among four brothers and ore 
sister, Abdus Sattar Edhi was born to Hur Bai on 
12 B December 1932 in the Dhobiwar quarters of Bant- 
va in Kathiawar (India). Bis father, Abdush Shako- 
ur Edhi ran, in true fete man tradition, a business, 
though small. 

The child Abdus Sattar was sent to an islamic 
ir.ficrcssah for his primary education. However, he 
had little interest in education and it was with 
quite some difficulty that he passed four classes 
in that Gujrati-medium school. 

Even ass a child, what Abdus Sattar was 
3 o-Lilly interested in was doing service to the women¬ 
folk and the aged of the area. Even while be 

was playing and having fun with his playmates, if 
someone called out " 5 -ttarya 1 11 (a loving corruption 

■i ■ 

t 

Id 






of his name! „ he would, leave the ^aintr to go and 
perform whatever service was needed of him. Upon 


return, Sattar invariably had to face the taints 
of his playmates; "You are a 'rotr (a Usal of bread! 
to be eater, by anyone who iuuio like .t 1 . Blit the 
real happiness that Sattar derived by helping the 
weak and the poor was a reward that w 
in such or 


sustain 


<_ i 


As a teenager H Sattar Rdhi trailed himself as 
a compounder in the village dispensary. In those’ 
davs he used to talk La his friends about how he 

_i 

wished he could pic to some big city Jikb Ahinauabaci 
or Bombay to earn some money with which he could 
help the poor, the needy and those in distress, 
l-l is friends thought he had gone off hi$ rocker. 

They lamented his lack of good sense and opined 
that he would never be able to make a mark in 
life for himself. 


In 1947 came the Partition of the sub-conti¬ 
nent. Like the majority of Muslims of Kathiawar, in 
1949 the family of Abdus Sattar Echi (then 37) 
also migrated to Pakistan. They settled in Karachi's 
1/1 orison-dominated old-City area of Mithadar. While 
his lather engaged in a small-time currency ex¬ 
change business, he got hold of a salesman’s job 
in a Cloth Market shop at a salary of Rs.kQf 1 - per 
month- A difference o: opinion with his employer 
brought an end to that job. In his next job, with 
a medical store, he was offered a salary of BLs, 125/- 
per month. He, however, told hi* employer that, 
he would take only Rs,&0/- as that air cunt would 
suffice his needs 1 


he continued to work at the medical store-, 
but Ahdus Sattar Edhi felt it was not the kind of 
work that could bring him inner satisfaction. To 
that end, he enlisted the support of some friends 
and opened an adult literacy centre. It was a one- 
room affair with only one teacher who taught adults 
in Lhe evening. An organisation, the Young Muslim 
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Assocul tior , wnich would hold 'Wa'z' (religious ser¬ 
mon'! meetiiijls during the month oi Mu bar ram, was 
■heir next venturer. But none’ of these things could 
bring bin the fulfilment he was seeking. 


So. in order to pursue his mission of social 
service, he organi ?.ed, in 1952, the Bantva Memon 
Seva Samiti. a small aarfv ol social workers. But 

m 

he soon dissociated himself from it and with like- 

minded people cooperating r set lip another one-the 

ftanfcva Menton Volunteer Corps. A strict disdiplina- 
rian. Abdus Satiar Edhi drew its charter himself 
and made it a cardinal principle of membership 
thkt its con tin mat ton would depend upon active and 
regular participation, ir. the social work. 


Maulana Ed hi founded a free dispensary, in 
.954, in the Boulton Market area where the Head 
Office ot the Edh.i Centres is located now* The 
Department o£ Rehabilitation had abated a small 
plot ot land for this dispensary. For the expansion 
of the dispensary, some mm-c land was later bought 
Cor Rs.H J0.0/-* 

M&ulama Edhi's voluntary work for the dispen¬ 
sary hardly left him any time to do anything else, 
but* to meet the expenses of the dispensary or. 
Id:, own, fie would serve as a bearer at marriage 
nine Lions and use his wages Lo run the dispensary. 


During the influenza epidemic of 1956 in Karn- 
( hi, Maulana EdWs dispensary supplied medicines 
md rendered other medical help free lo the suffer- 
Irs. Maulana Ed hi even personally visited the homes 
til the sick to give them treatment. Selfless service 
ot this kind endeared him to people and they made 
voluntary contributions, totalling Rs.36,D0DJ- for 
1 1 is dispensary, This money helped him. add one 
floor to the dispensary and open a Nursing Home 
find a Nursing Training Institute there, In the 
early days, it was only girls from the Memon families 
who would come forward, due to Msulana's pursua- 
liion, to receive training as nurses. 
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Maulana Edhu's- first ambulance, which came 
in 1959, carried the queer but very apt name of 
r Chareeb Van’ (the poor THatVs van). It was bought 
for Rs. 2,400/" out of a total fund amount of 
Rs.3,0Q0f- which he had in his account at that 
time. Not knowing driving at that tine. he had to 
employ a driver. 

In due course, he himself learned driving. 
Being a dispenser already, he was then able to 

handle all the work himself in case of an emergency. 

1 

By now Maulana Edhi had come to have a 
clear-cut idea about his mission and the responsibi¬ 
lities it entailed. But this was the thing he wanted 
to do all his life. The very thing which gave him 
chat deep inner satisfaction , A real sense of fulfil™ 
merit. The thing that he was destined Lq do. 

That realization made him all the more bumble. 
His outlook about life was radically different from 
other people. His way of life, his habits, everything 
abuul. him had already been moulded perfectly to 
fit that ultimate form of Maulana Abdus, haUar Edhi 

-a one-man humanitarian movement that would 

one day humble the great^&t of world leaders before 
him! 


Eating simple, ordinary meals, wearing simple 
dresses of coarse cloth, and ordinary chappals 
(men’s sandals) on his feet, resting or sleeping 
on a wooden bench 5n his dispensary or on the 
footpath, personally administering the ‘'g-.husi’ 1 (the 
last bath of the dead prescribed in Islam) and 
performing other funeral rites oi the unclaimed or 
destitute dead, were living proof of his selfless 
devotion to the cause of serving humanity. All 
this began to convince more and more people about, 
his integrity, trustworthiness and sincerity of pur¬ 
pose. When he carried someone in his van to the 
hospital, or performed the funeral rites of an un¬ 
claimed deadhody {including the prescribed bath, 
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fthrcuding and burial) all by hittiseU, and people 
wauled to pay him for his services, he would politely 
i!' .;lc, saying that whatever he was doing was in 
the way of Allah and only to please Hini. His advice: 

1 1 anyone wanted to cooperate in the good cause, 
they should come Lo his dispensary and obtain a. 
I rope t receipt i'or t:hehr contribution. 


^5 now ft p: his work spread and, impressed 
by his injssionary zeal, people began lo repose 
greater confidence in him. They would call at M& 
lispensary lc deposit their contributions in cash 
"f kind. And he would personally go to their houses 
on Eid-ul-Azha to collect the skins of sacrificed 
I'limals, the sate-procecds of which would replenish, 
ihe much needed funds, to carry on his charitable 
1 ork. 


Maul an a Abdus 


Sattar Edhi's desire Lo 



>cap2e dragged him even into the thorny bush of 
politics, lie wanted to serve people by working 
Mr their good and to save them from the exploitation 
el power-hungry politicians. In the 1964 Presiden¬ 
tial Election, he supported Quaid-e-Azam's sister, 
■'dIss Fatima Jinnah against Ayub Khaja. On the 
<’VB of elections, he was offered a big chunk of 
Jjr.onev as a donation for bis dispensary if he would 
•v 1thdraw his support of Miss Jinnah and work for 
• yui) Khan. Needless to say that :io jr^fused, Fr.>i _ 
obvious reasons, she lost, However, when later 
the appealed to the Basic Democracy Members lo 
L ender their resignations, Maulsna Zdha was the 
llrst to respond to her call. 


Another demonstration of principles reigning 
ilupreme with Mars la pa Pd hi came when, during 
Ytthya Khan's time he was contesting the elections 
inr the Provincial Assembly. While polling was still 
Rirng on, he was informed that a snake-charmer 
wu; lying dead on a footpath, He immediately left 
Ida election camp and made funeral arrangements 
Mr the deceased. In the mean time, ballot boxes 
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-vcre iibed with 
He was defeated, 


;i large number of bogus votes, 
bu: he did riot rug ret his actions. 


Hi* community once advised ht:n to coniine 
hts smtia.3 service to mem bers oi his community 
only. Ho refused, arguing that being the crowning 

■bury ui Allah's creation, man should not l.c narrow 

lT ■- 


n 


ir.i 1 


*‘.a o r u r u e n e r u u s. 


Maulana Ear .3 sincerely wishes that his services 
ahuuld not remain confined to Karachi, or Smd, 
ur even Pakistan. That they should extend to the 
-.whole world, particularly the Muslim countries where 
nodal service agencies are badly needed. Enthused 
with these ideals, he established the Madina Associ- 
.Llon and Madina Trust, But, soon he thought bet¬ 
ter. There was she fear that people may be exploited 
bv the Fraudulent use. of the jr.asr.es of his .Assod- 

■1 

ation and his Trust because it is a well; knowr. 
fact that a larger number of organi nations and indivi¬ 
duals in our country were practically picking the 
pockets ot our masses by exploiting their religious 
feelings associated with the names of those two 
sacred cities. Also, there was the consideration 
that Madina being the city where the final resting 
place of our Holy j-hrophje* Mohammad (Ecjicc be 
upon him) is situated, it would be impossible to 
maintain the sanctity of its name alter using it or. 
letter heads and other stationery which arc pieces 
c A pacer that are sa often thrown around and 

1 

trampled under people's feet. Therefore. he gave 
the Association and the Trust his own name which, 
along with his character was well-known r .o the peo¬ 
ple who warned to contribute in money or material. 


Tht; prolonged illness of Maul ana Abdus Sattar 
EdhHS mother was the biggest single factor which 
prompted him to take up social service and humani¬ 
tarian work, She eventually died of paralysis, For 
eight long years ho attended, to all the? human 
needs of his ailing mother whom he loved very 
dearly. During that period he had some painful 



experiences. He sa*A the condition oc poor people 
in Uleess and pain whr; were cursorily and careless I '■. 
it tended 10 by the doctors and given away mean 
md ineffective medicines . 


His mother perhaps had the premonition th d 
her m n d w as r, a a t - Sa, she would often a r k he r 
. lun-r son '"Sat tar, when will you marry? Will it be 
.if ter 1 a m dea ri '. J 1 f o n! y t o pi u ase his mot he r , he 

.o:i t marriage proposals to some girls out, knowing 
lis bent of mind and his absolute dedication to 
115 work , no one' agreed to make him her 1 : 1 o- par■ - 
iur, Meanwhile, his mother died without seeing 
i lie happy day she used to dream of. 


a 

l 


r 

s 


i 


f 

l 


t 
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In 1966, hotfu ever„ he spoke to the aurt o .1 

.-irl ti.din.uiJ Bilqees, who was under traanlr.a ab a 

■ ‘ r »™ 

nurse in his dispensary , asking the hand of Bitqecs 

in marriage. The aunt consulted :ier sister, Hajiani 
U.-ibis, the mother of biiqees, be fore putting the 
proposal before Bilqeies herself. She readily gave 
her consent. 

Some time later, their Nikah was held In a 
mosque in his neigh Ho u rh do d arid the mar ria g c w a s 
l.olemmssed with only three or four men from either 
Hide attending the ceremony. The me hr amount way 
ty Rs.l25.r-. 


When A lulus Salta r Fid hi, the bridegroom went 
tn the parental home of the bride to bring her to 
Is,is ovvn homo, women and children of the neigh bour- 
Itood gathered on their rooftops to see the 'rukhsat- 
tik < farewell) ceremony. But soon this happy occa- 
jiien was marred by an accident, A little girl fell 
down from the third floor rooftop of her huse. 
Seeing this, tH* 1 bridegroom immediately put oil 
Ids 1 selira 1 and, holding the little girl in his arms, 
rushed to the hospital. 

Mien and women of the bridegroom's party as 
well as the bride's relatives who had gathered at 


r? 



1 


her house to bio her farewell, had to wait till late 
ir. the night wild) Liiti bridegroom returned after 
doing, the needful for the badly injured girl. 


Ever, marriage- did no: bring about much ; a 
chanee i.n Maiilana EdhTs rcLitine. Only after the 

r 

birth of their second daughter, Almas, did a little 
change, though noc cuoily discernible*. come about 
in his rather harsh approach to work. 

On 28 Novc-m ber 1974 , Maniaria A bdta s Sattai• 
Ed ni fa ll nded the £uhi Welfarc Centrc. Later, unde: 

_ I 

this* organization he opened an Kdni Home known 
as ''Apna Ghar ;i in Sohrab Goth. This provides 
shelter to unclaimed children, disabled men and 
women, young run-away girls who have left their 
parental homes, and women oppressed, by their hus¬ 
bands or in-law:, ami ihororore forced to h>~. vv 
them or turned out by them, Several hundred such 
individuals have found peaceful, shelter the for over 
the past, few years. 


Ed hi Home soon started attracting public as 
well as official attention. When Mini stars and high 
ciiicia:*; aJ the Government started visiting Apna 
Char, M a u la n a E d h i' s achieve me a t $ came into hi ji e - 
light :irgot more publk recognition whLcV:, n.i 'u 
rally, provided him greater encouragement ro carry 
on his work with greater r,eah And now centres 
began tc appear in Karachi as wel- as other big 
cities of Pakistan, 


The tragic collapse of BismUlah Building i:i 
Karachi was perhaps more intensely painful than 
the Pan-American plane hijack or the S add a r terror^ 
isL bomb blast tragedy. Msulana Ed hi and his volun¬ 
teers started rescue and relief work immediately 
after the coliapos. he arranged electricity genera¬ 
tors and cranes to get over the darkness of the 
night, remove the debris and find out the crushed 
dead bodies and look for survivors, lon^ hours 
of ceaseless relief work earned Maulana Edhi and 
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■ hi volunteers public appreciation, They mCed 
11 i(v:‘ p "men of boundless courage and determination" 
in1 "angels of blessing and mercy 11 * 


The Ed his have been blessed with two sons 
i:l iwo c.aughters. Eld er daughie r Kubrn has been 
Harried La a -cousin , the son of Bilcees 1 sister, 

. i minister or high official oJ the Government was 
i ivited at the very simple Islamic ceremony. She 
1 1 i;; now come back to Karachi and lives in A,pna 
• ii! r to look after the orphan girls sheltered there. 

I nut to make those girls happy, she did not even 
go home on the last Kid-ul-Azha + She 




wants to spend all her time serving tno 
the helpless and the needy. 


nan 


L-? | 


Elder son Qutb is studying In the 9th class ► 
lb learning driving and accompanies his father ;ind 
volunteers zo places of accidents or other tragedies, 
rounuer daughter Almas (younger to Qutb) has 
been engaged for marriage. The youngest child. 
Faisal, is as intelligent as hie parents and spends 
much of his time playing with the children in Apr.a 
Ghar. 


When, in appreciation oi his public service, 

1 1 resident of Pakistan General Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq 
ftojrtinated Mnularm EdM as a Member of the Majlis- 

i 

e-Shpora, he remained the same simple person us 
ever before. When called to Islamabad to attend a 
session of M*; 1 L»-e-Shoora., he would travel Second 
Class in a train, ride a public bus to a hotel 
w here the roam rent wa no i more Lhe n R s, 10 / - 
or L5, J - per day. From his hotel he would go to 
the ' Assembly Nall again on a bus. If offered a 

ILJL, he would refuse politely. Arid lie Ls the only 
Member of the Majlis-e-Shoora who never drew any 
travelling or daily allowance from the official funds. 

Snobbish behaviour, verging on downright In¬ 
sult, on the part of a high Government official- 




W r O 


it 


mat' bv his clothes and would not 


in 


.-. 


kno-w a great sum when ha onc-"-res«lteri 

Maulana Edhi resigning his membership of -he MajTfi 
-e-Shcxira. The Government immediately had to re¬ 
quest the newspapers and other media tu relrair. 
from publishing the mews. The whole thing having 
been quickly hushed up, the high'-official who had 
spoken to Maui an a Ed hi in the VI? Room or the 

sent to Maulana Abdus Sat tar Edhi to 


ai rporfc 
ex press 


iV 

his 


r 


regret 


11 « Because despite all his sim 
plieity and humility 1 , Maulana Sdhi reigns Lhe hea¬ 
rts of the masses of Pakistan-ar.dJ that is being 

very powerful ill 






MAULANA ABDUS SATTAR KDHI'S SERVICED 


Maulana Aldus Satta r Edhi-the living legend 

--has the fundamental traits of a soldier, a doctor 
■ mi h fireman -ill at the sane- time. Like a soldier 4 


In 1 is carrying out his "jihad" (.holy war) against 
the killer forces of hunger and addiction. The 
duct or in hi-- wants to rid the suffering humanity 


11 all ronr.tr of disease 


pair, And his inner 


ireman keeps pushing him to brave all dangers in 
the way of putting out the raging infernos of hatred 
and insensibility sparked by petty oommunalism, 
ruiikmalksnt, nationalist*! and, most often, the resul¬ 


tant terrorism. (While the greatest of alt "isms”- 

‘ii.unani:.a nanism-has been forgotten and forsaken 

by all. All except a few 'EdhisA that is,) 


But his crowning glory is the oner trail that 
is the cotnnfton denominator of nil these three selfless 
professionals, The soldier, the doctor and the fire¬ 
man have to be on call all twenty-four hours of 
the day and night. Their time and life belong to 

those who stand in need of their services-a nalio-n 

facing aggression, a patient fighting for Site, or 
Lhe inmates of :■ house on fire, They arc duty-bound 
to respond instantly. So does Maulana Edhi. 

Between his routines-working in his office, 

bathing and burying the unclaimed dead, visiting 
i he Centres, issuing instructions to bis army of 

volunteers and personally assisting them-and 

being present in the front-line of rescue and relief 
operations during emergencies---fires» drowning®, 
collapses of buildings, bomb blasts, riots, you name 

it-he has no time left for himself. Consequently. 

he has no fixed hours of rest or sleep. Ami this 
has been going on 2.4-hours-a-day for the last 
about 3b years, En the service of the needy and 
the helpless, 



The following may perhaps serve to provide 
my readers with sorre ^doa of the magnitude of 
Maulana X dhi 1 s wo rk. 


M Eariy in 19£?>, when this writer was preparing 
his first: hook on Maukina Edhi (in Urdu), the 
number oL ambulances al different centres was 30, 
Today in the 3rd quarter of 1987 ) there are 175 
suca vans. The number nl Edhi centres which was 
then II. is now 21. The annual budget also 

increased during this period from 3 5 million to 50 
million rupees. t 


' On an average, 500 people benefit daily from 
the free dispensaries, 

m 

* In. the maternity home, 21,000 cases have been 
attended to since 1958, 


+ APNA CHAR in So.hrab Goth has so far provi¬ 
ded shelter to 41,000 men and women, 

* Abandoned/unclaimed new-born habitus cared 
for and later given to childless couples number 
1300. 

* 20,000 unclaimed dead bodies have been given 
GHUSL (The prescribed bath) and proper burial. 

;+ About 2,000 persons are at present housed 
in APNA GHAR and other centres, Among them 
there are about 700 mental cases, besides proper 
accommodation, all of them jlIsq get mesh and medi¬ 
cines and medical investigation free of any charge, 
About 100 goats received as "SADAQAH" from diffe¬ 
rent people aiT slaughtered daily to prepare meat 
dishes for the inmates. 

+ Indigent patients under treatment in the T.Q, 
Hospital, Civil Hospital and some other institutions 
are alee supplied meals (meat, etc., by Edhi Centre. 





* p;urhtg the f J ood a o: 197 3, Maulana Ed hi and 
Bis workers extended ail possible help to those 
nl fected. He personehy visited Men: and Daulalpur 
and set up rebel c-amps there. 


* During i f i l’ 1971 
the places bombed by 
v, a Liid iLC l y :npan y -J1 ::i 
tills. 


War, he immediately reached 

the enemy- Three ambulances 
to curry the wo Li ii.de cl to ho s pi¬ 



ll o carried out rescue and rouei work during 

1965 War also. 


1 

* When refugees from East Pakistan Began ro 
arrive in Karachi alter 1971, tie provided, each 

wm 

family with mats and bamboo poles to buiLd a shelter 
as well a.£ with rice, pulses, utensils, clothes, 
q ui its and sewi xig much in es . 


When Swat was hit by a severe earthquake 
in 1974, Abdus baUar Edhi arrived in the affected 
area with his wife, stayed 1= ere 8 days and distri¬ 
buted Hs. 16,000/ - worth of medicines ■ besides gr>r _ e 
other relief voods like blankets, etc. 

Lav 


* The Maulana visited Bangladesh during the 
recent flood havoc apd provided one ambulance 
find K§:.1,90,000/- worth of relief goods, 

D u ri n y. 1 h e •* o r ri om c days J ol In wing t he hijack 
ing of n Pan-American plane, he had no rest for 
72 hours and remained busy attending to the sick 
and the wounded. He supplied them with medicines 
and .blood for transfusion, he also distributed 
Eh, 2,00 ;l 0Q0/- in cash, 

In the drought -b trie ken Thar region* rice, 
wheat and other articles oi food are being regularly 
distributed among the affected people. 


■¥ 


Among those who suffered in the recent {198?) 



I 


bomb bla st b in S;a da r are i of Kar&chi, Rs. 2,00 : 
wore distributed, ivtedicines were also orovi 
to the injured. 


.T I 


f rc 


ee 


1 ior tie drought-stricken people of Ethiopia. 
Rs . b , On ,000/ - worth of relief supplies were sent* 
Ele hi ms id f visited 'he cmintry . 


* JH$ algo weni to Beirut, which nas been ravaged 
-jy internal war and external aggression, and distri¬ 
buted 1(5*8(00,000/ worm or relief gc-oda and ar¬ 
ranged burial oi the dead* 

/ 

r fiKvent y pe reel 1 of a 11 thor=<» w h c a re w q u ndee! 

in internecine fighting or riots, or injured in acci 
dents are attended to by EdhPs workers who also 
iifranue burial of the dead. 


i 


* Any hour of the day 
about an accident dr an 
at once arrives at the spot 
help. 


and night when he hears 
erer^enry situation , he 

and provides, all possible 


?I His Trust looks after 2,3(10 patients in diffe¬ 
rent centres and provides them with beds, clothes, 
meals and medical aid Iree of charge. 


FUTURE PLANS 

Conscious of the tremendous need for social 
welfare work in Pakistan, Miaulana Abdus Sattar 
Hdhi has in hand a number ot proTcts and plans 
for the Future. Some or the maior ones are listed 
below i 

1. Construction work is in progress tor a Centre 
to accommodate two hundred crippled and male 
and female child mental patients at Koran gi. 
Rs, 20 Lacs are required fur the sane. < Thirty 
percent accommodation, is reserved for ur- 
ph,a ns), 





it 


Construction work is in progress for a Centre 
;o aceorr.medaie one hundred crippled and male 
i.md female child mental patients at Land hi. 
!^s, 20 lacs are required for the same. 



Hh.S Lacs arc 
Lin Eve Hospital 


required fen con st ruction o' 
at Qa&ba Colony. lit shall 


be si fifty-bed hospital, 
in progress). 



instruction 





A hissptal for Lwo thousand orphans girls, 
where!:, they will be trained to serve as true 
Muslims with missionary seal. They will each 
be paid a stipend of Rs-« two thousand per 


month, During training they will be 
English, Arabic or French language. 


tangs -1 
A pa ~i 


from this, they will undergo mt*dIt:ai c oursu, 
maternity training, how to give baLh to dead 
bodies, and motor driving, etc. As there are 
medical colleges for doctors, daruol-utums tor 
ulema, in the same way this will be a centre 
for humanitarian services* 


For the construction of these projects,, a sche¬ 
me o: Rs. ten ccores has been prepared. The 
construction work is in progress, 

'■ There is a plot of Ob acres on Super Highway. 
Out of thin, on thirty ;icru:s there shalL be a 
centre for mental patients both male and fe¬ 
male. Besides* there will bet 

A welfare centre and hospital lor Kick and 

#■ 

crippled animals* 

H 

A hospital for addicts* over two acres. 

A 

Over one acre there will be a first-aid centre 
and a hospital for admission of people who 
are injured in the accidents. IRs.P crore# 
are required' fertr this). 
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To establish and run an ambulance car centre 
over Super Highway and other highways of 
the country at every hundred miles. At pre¬ 
sent,. five Cent re ^ are established at Peshawar, 
Lahore, Islamabad, Sukkur and Multan. AL 
Hyderabad and on Super Highway, three Cerj- 

omprising two ambulance cars at c 


! ry h , r 
i 1 c -1 j r re 


■iit-i! established. Rs.10 


_ac& an null y 
are required to run these Centres. In order 


to l cj:t; p 


the Centre at Suoer Hig _, ,..av and 


to cover the expenses, stickers of two ruppes 
each, are issued tin ''self-help basis 11 . Public 
is requested to purchase the same voluntarily 
considering thhs as a service to humanity. 
Stickers are available from the Centres at Sup¬ 
er Highway. 


RECOGNITION: In recognition id rhrir humanita¬ 
rian , public service activities, M.v.dnna Abdus Sat tar 
Edhi and his wife Biiqecs Baro Edhi wore awarded, 
in 19 B£j, the Philippines 1 prestigious Ramon 
s.ay Award for Public Service. 



The internationally famous Reader’s Digest; car- 
an article, in its issue of November 19B7. on 


the Philippines' Ramon Magsaysay and the awards 
instituted in hhs memory, Under the heading 'The 
Ramon Magsaysay Awards: " Asia's hlobei Prises’, 
it writes: 


11 Ramon Mag say say worked to build a nation* 
Once n year, however, when the Magsaysay 
Awards are announced in Manila, his name 
helps develop a continent. 

Open to men and warren in Asia, regardless 
of race,, creed nr nationality, the awards arc 
p re a e n t e d L n re cognition of ji v c s and a.c tivit Le g» 
'cjiiimpbry of the ideals and spirit of service 
personified by Ramon Magsaysay.' 1 In its, ran¬ 
dom List of typical awardees* it lists: "Pakis j 
tan’s Abcluy Sattar Edhi and Bilqeeu Bano Edhi 



(1986). for ' giving substance in in Islamic 
society to the ancient humane commandment 

■a 

that thou art thy brother's keeper." 


,Lhi 


It: 19S7. this honour was bestowed on the 
is once again, indicating the tremendous impact 


.l id further recognition of their humanitarian 
v' c a s o n an i i ■ l c r r i a t: o n 1 1 3 e v c :. 


er- 


li i -i „ h o vv £ v t: i", & u r p r is 1 n g 

.i n-flection on the workings of 
cracy—that the names of the E 
appear in our own honours lists! 


and,, perhaps, 
stan 1 ^ bureau- 
S have yel LO 


Nevertheless, being n. man of the masses, it 
Is only natural and befitting that the masses love 
him and he has been accorded public recognition 


in nuns emus 
awards: The 
(Dec.10,1983); 
I lovernment of 


forms* To name but a few public 
Pakistan Award for Human Rights 
the M . P . 1. Award (1986); The 
Sind's Shield, etc. 


HELICOPTER AMBULANCE, RESCUE AND RELIEF 
SERVICES; 0::ic of Maulana Edfri's prime concerns 
being the availability of first-aid to victims of acci- 
dents and other natural or man-made calamities, 
lie has requested the Government of Pakistan to 
grant him permission to start a helicopter ambulance 
service so that rescue, relief and. first™aid facilities 
can be made available at 1.1 its shortest possible notice 
i o victims oven at the. remotest and otherwise mac- 
ctifefcible spots* 


Pending the grant of that permission, he has 
already star Led negotiating with an American firm 
nr the purchase of helicopters. With the permission 
being gran Led, it would be possible much more 
Hwiftlv to rescue the victims of calamities or acci 

JM 

dents, and, after the necessary first-aid, rush 

J 

them to the nearest hospital. And the time thus 
saved may make all the difference between life 
and death, 


fpr 



Recently, after a five-day visit 
:keii Thar parka r district of Sind 


to the drought 
, Maulana Edhi 


announced the setting 
for the destitute), at 


up oT rin " Apna Char" 
Mirwah, for migrants 


Thar region. A 
lor the purpose 


tour-acre 


■~1 i i 

-.i 1 if 


oc a [ 


plot has been 
philanthropist. 


(home 
of the 



F rum Mi.ro u r k h a s . 


Ma j.iinri Kd ni 




truck-load ul 


relief s ’ j p p 1. i c s \v h: 


iC 


among the drou^ht-affecte 
also distributed blankets* 



a rams 


h he distributee 
jio of Thar. He 
and other relief 


supp ies to students of a !oca 1 hosiel and goods 
wcr*h a bo u t Rs. 4 3,0C 0 to other people in the art? a, 


FIVE PRINCIPLES OF SOCIAL SERVICE; Years age, 
when Maulana Edhi decided to become ?- social wor¬ 
ker, ho adopted the to Lowing principles for the 
rest of his litas 

1). He will we nr simple, coarse clothes sc that 
even the poorest man coming to him may not feed 
inferior and those who would come to give some 
donation or charity money or material may feel 
confident that their money or goeds would be used 
for the purpose they had in mind. He wanted them 
to have no doubt about his integrity, for without 
such trust no institution devoted to the service, of 
humanity could continue to work lor the cause it 
had embraced. 


2). He will avoid iill unnecessary expenditure on 
him soli an:l his family. He will not have tea during 
his work nor offer a cup to any visitors. He will 
not smoke, nor chew pan (Betel leaf) nor use 
snuff. He will also not go to any cinema house or 
stage shows jim! deny himself other such entertain¬ 
ments . 


14). He will live in a simple house? with the* barest 
minimum necessities of life. 


4). Whenever he would decide to get married P he 
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will tell his iitc-partner all about himself. hiding 
nothing Crom h?r d thus elec it her confidence, 
trust and co-oporation , so -leccss&ry for cm? dedica¬ 
ted to the service of humanity. 


b). He will keep his heart free d£ any desire to 
yet or accumulate wealth. To meet his personal 
and family needs 3 be will try to earn necessary 
In.L clean livelihood and will never UoS any — oney 
or geo da receiver, by hiss Trust for himself or his 
family. 


God's blessings and help, be has been 
successful in abiding by these principles during 
ail these long years of his social work and one 
: :ay confidently hope and pray thaL he will continue 
to observe them as strictly as ever during the 
rest of his life. 


VOLUNTARY PUBLIC CONTRIBUTIONS ONLY: 

iVaulana Ed hi has, on principle, never accepted 
■my contribution, donation or grant from any go¬ 
vernment. department nr agency♦ bo much so thaL 
when President 7 .\?. ul-Haq sent him a donation of 
PU.5 lars os aid to the Kdbi Trust, Mauiana Edht 
politely returned the cheque, thanking the Presi¬ 
dent of Pakistan for hir, noble sentiments but humbly 
putting forward the argument that while he did 
nor want the Hdhi Trust to be a burden on ;h@ 
national exchequer and thus help the Government, 
be also wanted :o oct an example that even the 
biggest of institutions devoted Uj humanitarian ser- 
vice could be run without government help. 

+ 

Social welt a re institutions usually send their 

■ 

workers to visit people to get their donations or 
contributions. One would try in vain to find an 
exception to this practice. Edbi Trust appears to 
be the lone example of a social welfare institution 
that has, since its establishment about 40 years 
back, never sent any of its workers to knock at 
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people's doors for donations or charity contribu¬ 
tions. On the contrary, people themselves come to 

. d :'l i ■;? n I rf w j ’ ; i :i. I V d M VI:: ' i i rn.di nr kin I 


lor charitable purposes* Especially during the holy 
menth of Ramazan P one can see people standing in 
Queues outside these centres waiting for their turn 


o 


El VC monev or material La the I rust 


CHARITY TOKENS - NO LOTTERY: Institutions 
itt: no regular or permanent source of income 


v-- 


have to use different method 5 to colled funds. 
(.)ne source of funds to run various centres under 
Edhi Trust consists of 2aka.t money and SADAQAT. 
back in 1958, Mau 1 nra Edhi issued one-rupee tokens 
to collect, funds for the- establishement of a maternity 
home; In 1986 also, he issued two-rupee tokens 
for the purpose of collecting funds to meet expendi¬ 
ture on providing medical or surgical aid and 
other relief measures for victims of the increasing 


number of traffic accidents on Lhe Super Highway. 
I hose token issues proved to be a successful expe- 


r i me n t. 


Mow in 1987, 5-Rupee tokens have been issued 
to meet expenditure on the treatment of Lhc sick 
and the wounded and on relief measures in case 

at accidents or natural calamities* These tokens 

- ! 

will be available to the public-spirited people both 
in Pakistan and abroad, To attract people's attention 
a poster has also been issued. It says: 

''To provide food and medicines to the helpless 
and needy, 5-Rupees tokens are being issued. 
This is no lottery. Its reward will be given 
by Allimghty Allah both in this world as well 
as in the Hereafter," 


"Can we net afiord* to forego just one simple 
meal Lo save the money to buy a token? Does 
our religion not permit us to do so for the 
sake of helping our fellow human beings." 
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TAKE BACK YOUR MONEY IN CASE OF DOUBT: 

I'he forms nnd receipts u^ud by Edhi Trust centres 
I Lave these words printed or; them* 


11 In case you have a:iv 

^ j 

isof your ■ X onation, 
shoeing the receipt, :| 


doubt about the proper 


yo i j ca n 


it back oil 


Maul ana Edhi r s experience is that those who 
on ate to the Trust have no doubts in their minds, 
i.ey have full confider.ee in him and his Sum.-mitu- 
r i a n wo r k , Grit ics ?in d s ce p tics a re only th o sc wh o 


have never riven, do far, none who has given to 

ir* 

the Trust has asked for returning his money beca¬ 
use of doubt about his integrity. 


EQPLF, GIVE DON AXIOMS: THEY CAN ASK FOR 
ACCOUNTS: Edhi has not so far got his institution 
registered with the Government. Hi? thinks that 
hr.ee 'he does not seek any help from the Govcrnir- 
ont in this connection, it is not necessary to do 
i>. Moreover, he wants to avoid interference in 
his work from official quarters, particularly Llie 
lO-caked petty officials, which is usual in the ca-se 
■'I institutions registered with Lhe Government. H« 
!:.; of the view that the contributions he receives 
. re from the people and so lL is they to whom he 
i accountable. He will be glad to render them all 
accounts whenever they want him. to do so. He 
1 1so keeps a mental account of all contributions 
received. 


BUDGET RISES FROM RUPEES FIFTY THOUSAND 
TO FIFTY MILLION IN 13 YEARS: One would hardly 
find any istitution devoted to social welfare that 
has made such progress in 13 years a:* has been 
made by the Edhi Trust, During this span of time, 
its budget has increased from Re. 5,000/- to 
Rs. 5, DO,,00,000/- a year, This institution is being 
run on charitable public contributions and donations 
nilvi It seeks or receives no help from the Govern- 





merit, Such m distinction is e njoyed by Maufejii 
Edhi only. 


"PETTY T HIEF" r MG THIr,F rJ > For character assas 
sinatiun, n few words come hardy to the Pakistani 
community, You sfiay Label anyone vou dislike or 

_■ I P d 1 

-Late as a thief* a fraud* a fornicator or adulterer. 


MIh own commit nity l : L rst called Ma u Inn a Ed hi a petty 
thief: now they say he is a big ihiet. 


NO THIEFi Edhi Trust was name tirne^ga bitLcrly 
criticised by the Editor oi a journal. When * spoke 
.o him about, it, he said without any sign of acrimony 
nn his countenance or in Him words that such critics 


have been, found in every age. They did not sporp 
even the prophets and accused them of baseless 
c haa _ {ie?s, he added. Lie further said, I act an 
ordinary human being. I am doing what Allah wants 


me tn do. I am no thief* I have done tic harm, to 
anyone. So 1 tear no one except Almighty Allah, 



an 



op or. 


my character, 
book. H| 


and my services tire like 

j 


RIGHT TO STEAL’: He says in a Light vein that 
people would perhaps be prepared to give him ever 
the right to steal money, He can# however, declare 
cm oath that so far he has neither taker* a single 
penny for his personal use from out of the funds 
received as donations, eic,, from the people, nor 
indulged in any other fraudulent practice in keeping 
accounts. Lie says in the early days of Islam, our 
Kbula,fn-e- Raashidaers (the rightjy-guided Caliphs) 
were allowed to draw from the Baitul-Mal a minimum 
amount of monev or materials necessary tor the 
sustenance of their families. Probably lie could follow 
their example; but he has never felt the need to 
do so* 

THEY DONATE HUT WANT NO RECEIPT: Abdus 
Sattar Edbi says donations received by him arc 
sometimes very large. Even as much as half-a-million 


M 





i upees have been donated at a time by a few 
persons. However, most of the people why give 
hig donations express the wish that, their names 
nay not be disclosed. They even want no receipts 
for what they c: v e, 

i d L_ 

BIG CONTRIBUTION WITHOUT ASKING FOR 
RECEIPT: 1 was sitting with Mauiana Edhi in his 
.VJithadar Centre when a man with a brief case 
■ lime to fee him, Afttsf exchange of greetings, he 
Opened the brief case and taking out several bund¬ 
les of currency " otes put them before- the Maulana 
i... ms contribution lor the Trust. He then prepared 
to depart.. Maulana Edhi asked him to have the 
receipt for the amount, but he politely refused 
.‘laying that he did not need it, 

rgO FIXED FEE NOW: To enable the needy to get 
medicines from the dispensary, a smah fee was 
charged in the earlier days and a slip issued against 
LI . Patients used to produce the slip at the counter 
ind the medicines they needed were handed over 
to them. Now that system has been abolished, Pa- 
i melts now put into a box through a slit whatever 
they like to pay or contribute towards the expenses 
of the dispensary. The present system has produced 
flood results, and the amount people now contribute 
>d their free will Is more Lhan what they used to 
pay as fee the slip system. 

X-RAY CHARGES RS.HW- ONLY: X-Ray charges 
fur outsiders coming to Edhi centres amount to 
Rs.LO/- only . An oxygen cy blinder is supplied for 
Rs.25/- 1 or Rs.30/-. PaLients admitted to Edhi Cen¬ 
tre and. treated there are not charged for these 
♦services. 

| 

in-patients given training in various 

TRADES AFTER RECOVERY; In-patients of Edhi 
Home are not only given medical treatment free of 
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charge, they arc 
from illness, in 

■>:i" r- y I-: r . '.i J 


a. so uivcn train : r.g . after recovery 
various trades according to their 
education. These trade ; induce 


the work of plumber, electrician, painter, mechanic.. 
ofii.ee cleric,, rire-isrr, dispenser, ward boy anrl 
cr, 1 heir own choice and orelerencc tor •• 




p- 


- rtirular training i« a,so kept in view. 


RELIEF GOODS AVAILABLE AT ANY TIME: Ecihi' ■ 
w orke rs kuc p ; o od a u pp lips, utensils, qtrlts , hi a n k 
cts and other relief articles in rttadin.^^ to meet 
any emergency immediately, 

RANGE OF DONATIONS: Maulana Ed hi in reply to 


0 question said 

that 

donations 

received by thu 

T 1 u s t range f to ~ 

one 

rupee 0nd 

t went vfive on i 5a k 

j ■ 


to half a million rupees. A donor who gives Re, 1.21 
leme rupee and twenty live paisas) comes regularly 
every year and dona Lea the amount against j proper 
receipt. The maximum amount of money donated 
oy any man at 0 time was Rs. 5,00, OODVThe 
first receipt issued by the Trust was for Rs.125/ 
given by his late mother Hur Bai, 


ED HI TRUST AND ITS TRUSTEES: Besides his 
ufilial social service and welfare activities and roun • 
da of various centres which keep him busy for 
most part of the day, Maulana Edhi is also thinking 
about the future of the institutions he has founded. 
According to the plan he has at present in his 
mind, there will be two main divisions under which 
they will work, The Foundation will take rare of 
all the properties and donations while all sock ! 
service and welfare activities and ambulances will 
be, the responsibility of Edhi Centres, In other 
words, the Foundation will provide lunds and other 
facilities to the Centre. To run the Trust, there 
will be seven Trustees whose essential qualification 
fur shouldering that responsibility will be honesty, 
integrity and zeal far social work. He dues net 
want to make the Foundation a personal property 
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rij be Inherited by lii« family rnetibers. He is giving 
i good de&l of careful thought to Lhij future set up. 
['he proposer. Foundation would be established on 
these lines atteir his death. 


It 1 IdQEES EDM FOUNDATION; Bilqees Edhi rounda 
tion, too,. has not been established with, anv idea 

d 

of making it a personal, inheritable property* People 
i l re willingly giving donations for this Foil rt da Lion 
ilso, It ib because of the trust they repose in it, 


People are; not much concerned about the name of 
.in institution; they only want to know who the 
persons behind it are. anc. if they have confidence 
in those persons- and trust in their honesty of 
purpose and integrity of character, they do not 
hesitate in extending their co-operation. He says 
it any of his sons and daughters establishes a 
foundation tomorrow and people donate to it, they 
will do so only on the- basis oi the qualities just 
mentioned. The hie!., however, is that people trust 
ins family members almost as much as they trust 



KDJI1---LJcwarc of Pitfalls 1 


V 


!■ 

L 


I! 

:i 


1 

f 

1 

1 

r 


Nevertheless* one Tact should not be lost 

who lust vvnnt to live off others. Maul ana Edhi 
should, and does, take immediate and stern action 
on complaints of this nature so that this biggest 
Pakistan i organ iaadon devoted to selfless public 
service should remain clean from such opportunists 
ar.d 11 cu'ar tiers". 

h 


■hglit of-that such organizations are often infiltra 




ted by heartless people who are social parasite 


t 

1 
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THE PHILIPPINES AWARD; On a query from this 
wriLei-, Maulana Kdhi said the amount ol 20 t [>00 
Dollar received by him with Ramon Magsaysay Award 
for Public Service is not considered by him his 
persona] property. The profits accruing from it 
arc being given away by him to the Trust ? After 
his death the amount of ihe Award will also go to 
the (planned) Foundation, 
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EDHI“--Thc man. The Philosophy, The Perpetual 
Work 

Edhl can hardly bo described a.s a mere rr.cn 
— he- is a phenomenon; Erihi ts also a philosophy; 
and the word Sdhi has also by now come to mean 
pernetua?, selfless work 1 

It w 

t 

Abdus Ssttar Ed hi is one of the rare personali¬ 
ties gf yur day. He is neither a big businessman 
nor a well-known industrialist* He is not one who 
has earned a name in the field of education or 
Science. He is not even a graduate. How is it 
then that he is respected not only in Pakistan but 
all over the globe? Why •- ? people pay homage to 
the greatness of a man who possesses at a time 
not more than two pairs o: ordinary coarse clothing, 
a pair of old cbappals (sandals) and a soiled cap? 
Why do they so readily respond to an appeal from 
him tor funds or food or clothes to meet an cmdrgen” 
cy? Why do they willingly give millions in donations 
for his Trust? Those who know him and his work, 
directly or indirectly f can easily answer these ques¬ 
tions. 

Even teday when his name and tame have 
crossed the borders of our country and reached 
far beyond, Abdus Sat tar Ed hi, liveb with his family 
in a IB 1 X 22' room of a century-old building, 
Attached to that room is a small kitchen and a 
bath-room, lie has no refrigerator, no Television 
. Drinking water for the family is stored and 
cooled in a clay pitcher. 

Spending most of his time in social service, 
Abdus Sattar Ed hi has had to make softie effort to 
earn an honest livelihood for himself and his family. 
With the income from small jobs that he took up in 
his earlier days in Pakistan , he lived fruguily and 
made some savings. When enough money was thus 
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saved he purchased a shop. Later he sold the 
shop and purekscd a house in Federal 13 Area, 
Then the house was sold and with the price rece- 
i ved i 

:>Q[IjG 
rent. 


he bought a shop in Kaginazi Bazar. Alter 
time he boaaht two shous and let them on 


With the profits accruing from these purchases 
and sale;, and the small assets received as :nhen 

his fattier, he bought Defends Saving 

an income a I five to sLs 


tan.ee 



Certificates, These 

thousand rupees, From his Bank account", an amount 
of Rs, 3,500/ was deducted as /akat this year. 
His household expenditure is about Rs.Z.DOC!/ - per 
month., 


His wife, Bilqecs F.dh: says he has suffered 
from no serious illness during the past 21 years. 
She recalls only one occasion when he ran tempera¬ 
ture. In an accident, however, he received severs 

injuries. It occured near Rahimyar Khan while he 
was carrying in an ambulance a dead body to a 
place in Punjab. He was admitted to a nearby hospi¬ 
tal , whore the doctors immediately attended oti hirst. 
The injuries were so severe that they wandered 
how he survived them, i :i the meantime rumour 
went around in Karachi that Maulana Ed hi had died 


in a accident, People were grieved and the markets 
ware closed in mourning. As he came to know 
about the accident, the fcbeii Chief Minister of Sind* 
Mr. ..'atoij arranged for a helicopter to bring the 
gravely injured Maulana Edhi from Rahimyar Khan 
to Karachi. Hs had to be treated and lie in bed 


for about a year. 

Another worker and associate of the Edbis 
LuId this writer that on the completion of APNA 
GEAR in Sob Tab Goth, he suggested that the Pro¬ 
vincial Govern nr may be invited for the opening 
ceremony. Ivlaulana Edhi did not say a word in 
acceptance or rejection of the suggestion. The next 
day APNA GEAR was declared open by a mentally 
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disabled child. 


When six rooms ot the Korangi centre were 
ready for occupation, he told his workers that 
the disabled children had to be moved to the new 
centre immediatley. [lint centre Loo was opened 
by one such chLld, 


Th l j following material. I sincerely hope t w0u 1 d 

serve to give my readers an insight into Edri-the 

matt, the philosophy and i:ie perpetual work. 


his 

wife 

him 

as ; 

that 

is T 
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! AM A SINFUL MAN , NOT AN ANGEL: In August, 
1987 the Urdu daily, Jang, published reports of 
intervie w $ wi t h Maul a n c. Aba us Saita r Ed h i ,i r r J 

ss Ed hi. The interviewer described 

The name oi the book 
i a * is no w in your hands was aJ so originall y pro - 
posed by nao about a year ago to be ANGEL QP 
MERCY. However, when 3 mentioned it to him, 
Maul an a Ed hi turned down the idea saying, 'To 
man can be doncribisd as an angel because angels 
are pure and clean beings who ju&t carry cut God r s 
i om.-namls without any wish or desire of their own. 
But man is a bundle oi desires and in his efforts 
to ;ul: 11 these desires-- he often resorts to unf-?.ir, 
unjust and foul means. Even when he docs u good 
deed, he is not free from the desire of some return 
u3' reward in lhis world or in the Hereafter like 
the desire to earn a Glace hi Paradise. As far as 

mi 

1 Dm concerned, 1 am a sinful man and do r.ot 
consider myself to be worthy of entering Paradise. 
On y God knows which rlec-d of mine, if any, is 

worthy, of a regard in the Hereafter, i cannot, 

therefore, like to he described as an an gel lJ 
Mercv nr with any other enithet like Ltils." 

j* ' i 


i AM A NATIONALIST: Abdus Sartar Edhi calls 
himself a Nationalist and feels happy arid proud 
ibout it, Why a Nationalist? Because, as he says 
fir.d as one cat: observe, be -vicars clothes made 
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with Pakistani mnrenal. 0 1 her articles of daily use 
found In Uls house are also made in Pakistan. 
Neither he himself T ior any other member □ ! his 


in milv has ever a; 

l" 

Their simple needs 


“he craze for 
are very well 



produced in their own country. His own bank ac- 
count as well as the accounts of the Trust are all 
i na < o ta i n e u i r \hi ki & turn ban k ». 


BREAKFAST WITH LEFT-OVER LOAF OF BREAD: 

The Annual Budget of Edhi Trust has £|pw touched 
the 8-i'igurc mark. L is about fifty Million rupees?.. 
Rut the man managing an organization of this chinen 
sirjn still lives tne same simple life tnar he has 
always lived. The left-over loaf of bread baked in 
l.is kitchen a day earlier in still relished by him 
at his breakfast. During the day he eats almost 
nothing. Wh^n he does feel hungry, he buys oae- 
rupee worth of grams roasted in hot sand uhd 


satisfies nis hunger* 


DREAMS, WISHES: Abdus Sat Ur Ed hi bad never 
the Light that the Edhi I'm.*! would one day attain 
the dimensions it has, and would err ay such reputa¬ 
tion rind confidence of the people, Dui Almighty 
Allah chooses a man for the job He wants to be 
done, supervises nis work and takes aim Lo the 
Qcak of success. In the Mem on community, there 
are several people with money and me;-.ns who pos¬ 
sess a sympathetic hear: and a philanthropic ber.L 
of mind; but He chose this mar. of little material 
resources end living a stmp.e, rather ascetic lib?, 
to carry out the work that He entrusted him with 
for the benefit of mankind. 


Maularta Edhi presently wishes to train some 
two thousand girls for social service and set up 
centres not only in every part of this country 
but also in backward and poverty-stricken, areas 
of the world where they would render social service. 
He thinks that if God in His Mercy grants him a 




rew more years to live it; this world he would, 
able, with help, to sue this desire, too, fulfil 


He told me that in his childhood he- had never 
thought or dreamed that some day he would hg 
running such a hig Trust, Whatever peop c now 
see in a solid form associated with my name is alt 
n blessing of God* He wanted me to work, lor a 
cause and the refore provided the necessary means 
for h ard enabled rno to shoulder this huge respon¬ 
se bUity. 1 he added. 


THEY WORKED TO PERFORM HAJ: Begum Bllqct^ 
3d hi narrated to me the story of how she and her 
Husband performed Haj. She said like most Muslims, 
performing Ha’ was a long—cherished desire with 
them too. Bitt the means at their disposal we re 
hot enough, Almighty Allah# however, miraculously 
removed the monetary difficulties that had been 
••landing in their way. Its so happened that the 
ligvsrnemr.t allowed hhij travel by bus. A transport 
■Jompany wanted a driver and a nurse to accompany 
the Haj pilgrims that it proposed to carry to the 


/ cities of Saudi Arabia 


The husband and wife 


both olio red their services-: which were accepted. 
Maul aria Edhi d rove the bus while she attended to 
the sick and so they performed Haj without having 
to spend a penny on travel. 


UK DOES NOT VIEW T.V. BOR SEES REPORTS 
OF HIS INTERVIEWS: A bolus Sattar Edhi has never 
he on a cinema-goer; he does not like to see films. 
Once in Bantva, he had an occasion to see the 
1 1 1 m P U K A R , w ft i c h s h o w e d h o w a M u g h.a 1 King 
&ffercd his own life to be taken in dispensation of 

kl 

justice to cm? of his subjects. On another occasion 
while he was staying in a hotel in Dhaka, he viewed 
,i T.V. film because he had nothing else to do at. 
that time. 


I 


He has given Interviews to 
men. biu has never ye tin them on 
to them on the radio. 


Radio and T . V . 
T.V. or listened 


In 19.Sr my first book ori Audits Sat tar Ed hi 

-w 

was published in Urdu, When I presented a copy 
i.::■ l:'.:::, he just cast & cursory ghincc on the title 
page and put it aside. On my request to go through 
the book and see what it contained, he replied 
naitl V that :l iiii could lind lime, lit’ \vriu ha, 


OPPOSITION TO WOMEN'S TRAINING- AS NURSES; 

Ed hi belongs to the Mention community. He was the 
first member oi the community v.ho started nursing 
tra:rs 1 n;■ for wirneri. They said in til osg day h tha t 
he was corrupting womenfolk and exploiting them 
to satisfy bis own desires. Slowly the opposition 
died down. Today, they willingly send women to 
work u n d e r t he T rust. 


HALO OK HOLINESS: During a conversation, Mau.u- 

na Ed hi told me what some people think about 

him. They asked him why there was no sign of 

holiness on his face as a result of the good work 

he had been doing for such a long time. He said 

'I want to tell such, people that glows and shines 

arc found or. the faces o:" many who take bribes 

or make money through other illegal or immoral 

means. Drunkards, too, have glowing faces, and 

so have those who lend money on exorbitant rates 

J * 

of interest, it is the hear*, not the face 
should have the gLow of holiness." 


GIVES HIS OWN PLOTS: Maulann Edhi had purcha¬ 
sed two polls of Land out of his own small savings. 
One of then--: plots measuring 240 sq yds, was in 
Raakmbad, When these plots were purchased their 
prices wore not high. They could, however, fetch 
a very high price if sold now, Maulana Edhi desired 
to use these plots for charitable purposes, He con 
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suited his wife, Bilqees Edhi, and they decided to 
m * ke them Trust property. 


"HELLO,,.... Lhifi is Abdus SaLtar Ed hi*: When 
someone calls him on the telephone, Maulana Edhi 
picking up the receiver says, r| HELLO, As-Salam- 
p-Alaikum,. this Sa Abdus Sattar speaking. How 
ary you?" 


NO DESIRE TO MEET INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE; £ 

never harboured in his heart the desire to establish 
personal contacts with people of high position or 
the wealthy. He has never requested for a mooting 
with the President of Pakistan or the Provincial 
Governor or Chief Minister. Among the wealthy 
class 15 Seth Ahmad Daood who belongs to liar* tv a 
which irj also Maul ana Edhi's native town. But he 
has never called even or. Seth Daood. 


CHECKING VAitf: Thor* is another van with nothing 
written or. it. ;.o point out any specific purpose. It 
is usee: for checking up places where some accident 
has tak.cn, place or :iny criminal act is feared to 
have been committed. Its main purpose ls investiga¬ 
tory. It is also usKd for carrying run-away girls 
to their homes. 


F,MP r l V VEHICLES? NO: When he uses a vehicle. 
Vlaulana Edki puts ati it some articles that mav be 

ri 

to meet an emergency. There may be some 
that are to he delivered to n centre or 


m e ti d e. 



sorne on Tic nt mav have to L>e carried lor medical 




:atment. Once, when I was in his company, while 
he was driving on the Super Highwa 
the vehicle f u 11 of medicines, buckets 
articles, He thinks, on react 



1 ; n u iid 

and other 

a 


there may be found an emuiyer.cy Situaticn to meet 


which 


any of 


He 


these things might be needed, 
iloes not let his vehicles run on the roads without 
some relief articles. 


4 =, 




One of his habits is that the route h« drives 
on to visit a centre is changed on the return 
journey. This is probably done with the idea that 
there slight be a situation where his services would 
be needed. 


ED HI AMBULANCE WITH GENERATOR: How ho vis 


j- 


aii.Ee5 different emergencies 
a jtj balance vvilich hc? I"ia:> l i 


ii r exempli I iei. by the 
let; with a generator 


and a number of light bulbs on top. It is used 
when an accident takes place in a dark area, or 


when someone is drowned in a well yf when a 
dead body is to be searched for in "a jungle or or. 
the seashore. Similar ambulances are being sen* 
to Hyderabad and Lahore. 


NO PERSONAL USE OF VEHICLES: Edhi Trust cen¬ 
tres have several vehicles at their disposal to be* 
used when needed for social service. .Via u Jan a Ed hi’s 
residence is at quite a distance From the Mithadar 
Centre but he does not use any vehicle to go 
home for meals or to go to the Centre, Begum 
j Edhi comes to the centre at 11 O'clock 





daily but she walks the distance both ways. 


ORDERS ELICIT IMMEDIATE ACTION: AH the cen¬ 
tres run under the Trust work in an orderly man¬ 
ner, Any instructions given by Maul an a Edhi arc 
immediately carried out. Discipline in the centres 
Is exemplary. It is like military discipline - may 
be even better, 

NEWSPAPER REPORT AND INSTANT ACTION BY 
F5ILQEES: We were sitting in the Mithadar centre 
scanning the newspaper. Bilqees was also there. 
A report caught our attention. It was about the 
sturm during the previous night in which about 
HO straw huts below the Clifton, Bridge were blown 
away leaving their poor inhabitants in distress, 
Maulana Edhi immediately asked fiilqees to go to 
the aid of the affected people with clothes and 


' I 
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food. If more relief supplies were needed, she 
should com^ back and deliver them to those poor 
peoplehe added, 1 he desired action was quickly 
taker, without- waiting for any official appeal Eor 
relief work, or for newspaper reporters and photo¬ 
graphers to arrive at the spot to get publicity. 

NOTHING BUT TWO GLASSES OF WATER: l was 

with MauLana Edbi one morning. At 10 O'clock he 
&et out for his round of visits, 1 accompanied 
him. He went to the Trust centres at] Lhe Super 
Highway, in Buffer Zone, and in Korangi. At 8 
O'clock in the evening, he dropped me near mv 
home. During that whole day he had no lunch, 
not even a cup of tea at any place, Ail his refresh¬ 
ment or nourishment (if one could call it so) consds- 
tod of twc glasses of water - not from a refrigerator 
but from a pitcher made of clay. That day my 
physical stamina ran out, 

TRAVELS ALONE: 1 have accompanied Maulana Ed hi 
from Sohrab Goth to Mithadar and to the Super 
Highway on his visits to various centres run under 
the Trust. This was, however, an exception for 
he usually travels alone, Iri view of the road acci¬ 
dents that occur daily in Karachi, I could noc 
restrain myself from advising him not to drive alone, 
lor if* God forbid, something untoward happened 
to him the humanitarian work he was doing would 
he difficult to carry on smoothly. In reply he 
only s-aid with a smile, "Allah help* me. Don’t 
worry. Nothing wil happen to me;," 


VAN DRIVERS PAID FOR HONEST WORK: Edhi 
Centre has a fleet of 175 ambulances and about 
100 drivers are on its rolls. In the sub-centres 
i lily they are paid regular salaries. But the drivers 
t lacked to Sohrab Goth centre are not employed 
>u a monthly salary; they are paid on the basis 
id trips tnade. Since their earnings depend on the 
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number of crips, they try to report back to the 


centre ah early as 


possible after finishing a 10b 


3,551 gnei. 


.1 to ihi' n :io 


o 

v would be n;a 


available far the nest assignment without losing 
thr.e< Sines it is comnon knowledge that most driver- 
try to make extra money through dishonest practices 
Like stealing petrol, the Centre buys petrol directly 
to puL a check to the possibility of tbaL malpractice. 

0/- is charged by tee 


-» 1 -! 


O I 


In Karachi a tec ot 

centres to carry a patient or victim ol an acc 
to hospital or back home within the Municipal limits. 
A regular printed receipt is issued against this 
very reasonable charge. Malpractices cur. the part 
of drivers are thus curbed and they are made to 
work hard and earn an honest living. 


GIVE A BEGGAR AND WEAKEN HIS CHARACTER: 
Ma ill an a Edhi tells us that his father was against 
giving anything to (professional) beggars. He was 
of the view that by our so-called help to the beg¬ 
gars, we weaken their character end silence the 
voice of their conscience. We should instead try 
to strengthen their self-confidence by putting therr 
on to EOme job to enable them to earn their liveli¬ 
hood. To him also his father's advice was: "Depend 
or. yourself, your own efforts and only on God's 
help to earn what you. want to. Raise your hands 
1 n prayer he£ore A1 mighty Allah who provides sus 
tenance to all his creatures. Do not ask even your 
own brother for a loan t meet some need, This 
will save you from unnecessary gratefulness and 
worry about repaying the loan,' 1 


"MYSELF A BEGGAR": More than a hundred per¬ 
sons, both men and women, come to Maulana AbduS 
Sat tar Edhi daily with request for monetary help 
to meet a pressing reed of theirs, like the marriage 
of a daughter, payment of an instalment of loan 
taken for house building, etc, Ot them, some are 
just professional beggars. IIg usually advises them 
to take up some work to earn money. Requests 

















I >r T.nnev to at*range a dowry to be given to a 
Slighter at her marriage are nor. summarily turned 
I own. With his advice tor sknpUcty, he extends 

whatever helo is oosaible to deserving cases. 

« +■ " 

I -quests for monetary assistance in paying oil a 
iouse-building loan, instalment ore, however, not 
-■ittertaincd. He says he bun self is a beggar who 
not for himself or his family but for others, 


Including' about 2..000 sick or disabled persons w 
tre provided with shelter, meals, clothing and medi- 
i iriey etc. bv his Centres. 


A 'FA OIK 1 ; Msulana Ed hi says he ts Tlcn tally and 
l.y tempereruent a 'Faqir 1 who wants to live a simple 
IIic with the barest minimum necessities at lile. 
Ids wife. Bilqees Ed hi. has the same approach 
towards life. He savs whenever some new idea nr 

j k, I 

I '.all strikes iherr while they are resting at ruga 1 ., 
11 '.41 v best in to consult each other and try to give 
• l a concrete shape as early as possible. They 

I I i-'dly think about other things besides providing 

II • ■ j-l: arid more scrvices for L 1 1e neeU y 1 1umu11 bcing. s 
l i rough new rent res aiid Poor Houses under the 
I'rust, 


DOES WOT SEEK FAME; May tana Ed hi has never 
111,n after fame. Ho wants no recognition for bis 
nwn person, Hh only desire is that his organisation, 

I I-. institution be known to the people? so that 
Lev too may be attracted to the kind of work ho 
li ■ ; been carrying on. invitations arc often extended 
• i him to attend a function as Chief .Guest, But 
in politely refuses, li a cl he desired his own public: 
i v, he would not have turned down such invitations. 


IJ013EL 1?H.IZE: People v/ho meet him often tell him 
li:. i,i he deserves a Nobel Prise for liiii humanitarian 
er vices but he replies that the work God has 
Milgned, to him is its own reward and better than- 
,i Nobel Prize. 




EIE 13 AS 

K: a n La n a 


SEEN 



GOD FROM CLOSE QUARTERS: 

t> he has Teen' God fro-n closi 


quarters and he found Him among people who are 
Helpless, sick, dawn-true den and hated; who arc 
breathing in lonely slims mindless of whether any¬ 
body r.rires for them or not. People wno happen to 
pass by them, turn their faces from them in hatred 
and disgust r But God looks- alter them; He is 
close to them. 


LOVED LW THE MENTALLY DERANGED; When Mau- 
ian* Ed hi visits the centres for the mentally deran¬ 
ged persons, they rush towards him, not to assaul" 
him as one might think T L>uto shake hanris with 
him. Some of them embrace him 'WarOily and show 
their affection for him in other ways. He too ieels 
for them deeply, holds them in affection, inquire 1 -, 
about their welfare and nets their complaints imme¬ 
diately redressed. Some hug him for quite a lev. 1 


minutes but he doe^ not try to get out oi 


v 


n o . d . 


ABANDONED OR RUN-AWAY GIRLS REFUSE TG 
LEAVE "APNA GHAR !I : There are several ^irla in 
APMA GUAR who were brought there five or six 
years ago, Their next ot kin did come to taka 
them back to their homes. But the girls refused 
to go with them saying that they were happier in 
APNA GHAR Find were well looked after* They told 
the visitors that in this HOME established by Maula- 
na Ed hi, they were taught to read and write, 
were given regular wholesome meals, were trained 
in some handicraft of their liking and were allowed 
to view T. V * programmes. They had peace of mind 
where they were living, they said. 


THOUGH NOT HIGHLY EDUCATED HE LOOKS LIKE 
AN EXPERT; MauUna Edhi has not had much formal 
education, Gujrati being his mother tongue, he 
can read it well. In Urdu and English he in not 
fluent. Although he has no degree or diploma in 
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i ormuorco or accountancy account keeping it: his 
offices is w«ll-hand£ssi& and \vc]l"supervised.. Ail coii- 
l ri but ions are d'jiy recorded and receipts issued, 
l suallyn receipts ace In triplicate. One is kept 
for office record, and two cl them are given to 
l he oerson making the contribution, or his agent, 
{■ r:.u ui these ev.'Q has those words printed on it; 


"PLEASE SEND BACK THIS RECEIPT TO LS TO 
ENABLE US TO CHECK OUR ACCOUNTS." Thus 
;iny discrepancies or wilXui ma.iiipUlation& are duly 
checked. 


To check on the performance of vehicle dri¬ 
vers, ,1 printed tons; is required to be tilled in 
w ith in 12 ho u rs af ter d u t y . D 1st a nee co v er ed by 
the vehicle, petrol used and other details are men¬ 
tioned on this >nnr.. 


A bout 
away pi ids 


innocent children, orphans and run- 
found or reported to the Edhi centres, 


there are 
I r. f o rnru:.ip 
others' a3 


printed forms which give one d :l.iik-.l 

m ™ 1 “ 

71 about them without 1 he nccd for seeking 
slstance in this connection. 


I was informed that all accounts are regularly 
audited every year. 

A DISASTER OR AN EMERGENCY—HE IS THEEE: 
The sphere of Maul an a Cdbi's social service is not 
[finked la Karachi or nearby places, nor even to 
Pakistanj LL extends far beyond as the situation 
demands. When Cbitral was hit by a sever® earth¬ 
quake, he visited the area and supervised the 
relief work that was being done by his Trust war* 
hers. He also assisted them personally. Relief for 
the victims of floods in Bangladesh was arranged 
by him Immediately after be had read about the 
calamity in the newspapers. He reached there perso¬ 
nally and helped those affected by the disastrous 
floods, 


The drought’-stricken Ethiopia also drew his 


M 



attention. When he applied for permission to vk;iL 
that country Lo provlce relic! to its people, h: 1 
cow hi obtain a visa valid for only Li) days. He 
however went there and helped the starving people* 

A few vears ago, he even visited Beirut, the 
city that was once so beautiful but has been ravaged 
bv internal strife and external aggression. The 
Israelis took him for a spy and arrestee him. During 
the invc* tig alien that followed, an Israeli doctor 
came in examine him lo find out whether or 


h 


o 


\\ a s 


a mental case 


\ i 
1 L 


that moment, he had in 


his hand* a magazine that contained an interview 
with him. He showed it to the doctor and explained 
that he w.&8 only a social worker* Tnc Doctor read 
the interview and w s s &n ti s fie d a bo ut h i s \ d e n t it y. 

lit; them accompanied him to the herder and saw 
him of". He staved in Beirut Lor nine days, 


Abdus Sat tar Kdlii has not read any book on 
social service; knows no theories about it. He only 
ree.lii&s and believes that it is a ruman need and 
acts accordingly, Hu is a man of action. 


EDHIFOUNDATION -A MISSION Alt■ INSTITUTION 


1-4dhi Foundation has established its name as 
a missionary institution , 
hubs mUlions ol rupees to -t 



e trust, it and contri- 
in the right hope ol 


getting a 


eontinuotiH reward from God (Sawab-e- 


Jaariayah). Some may do su only to earn a good 
mime in society. Gad is the best Judge of their 


intentions. Whatever the case, 

1 

become a mission by himself a 
him an examoie to bo emulated. 


Maul an a Ed hi has 
nd God has mad> j 


TRIALS AND TRUiULATION; During iis past 4i- 
year-; of Social service*, May'-ana Ed hi has seer 
quite a few- periods of trials and tribulations. During 
the Bhutto regime* a union ot workers was formed 
which worked against him and, as a result of its 


activities, he was deprived of the authority to 
run lbe institution lie had established after i . ing 
and solving a 'ot of difficulties that come in the 
wav of persons* dedicated tn a humanitarian cause. 

J — 

(led helped him through all such periods. He .says 
Opposition of workers like him is an unavoidable 
oher.omenon and Allah will help him in future also 
as He hae in his- Mercy done in the past, 


HR HAS SHGWJH THE WAY: Mauiana Edhl has entah- 
1 is bed a method of work for social and humanitarian 
service and thus shown the way tc other- who 
want to enter this field. When he started his ambu¬ 
lance service, there was no other private organiza¬ 
tion rendering such service. Today there are snores 
of such organizations. Hji feels happy over the 
present a amber of ambulances in the country. He 
wishes that mo re and mo re people may come forward 
to join the field of social work, even if their inten¬ 
tions be not verv s i nc£■ r o . 


REAL HAPPINESS: Abdus Sal tar Ed hi say-., his 
heart feels real and true happiness when He renders 
some service to fellow huraan beings and when he 
succeeds in getting some plan to serve humanity 
implemented. This year he met with extraordinary 
success in collecting skins of Qurbani atjimaiy, the 
sale of which brings funds for his centres to be 
run smoothly. This year the income from this source 
amounted to 70 Lakh Rupees. He says he has no 
personal desire the fulfilment of which may bring 

L 

him happiness. 


they give animal SKINS FOR SELF-INTERESTs 

The Trust set up centres this year to collect skins 
of animals sacrificed on the occasion of Eui-ul-Azha.. 
People extended their co-operation but many of 
them later on came tn Maulana iidm to sevk his 
recommendation and support lor their various appli¬ 
cations to Governmental agencies, Such examples 
of self-interest are do precable and paint an unhappy 
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picture of our people. He has therefore clicided 
not to set up any such centre for collection of 
skins next year. Those wishing to give animal skins 
would be asked to deliver them to one of the Edhi 
Trust centres already established. 

Income from the sale of these skins is spent 
on funeral needs of the unclaimed dead bodies and 
on medical treatment of the poor and the needy. 


THEY SWEAR BY GOD BUT ARE CHEATS: Maulana 
Edhi laments the decline o£ sincerity and truthful¬ 
ness among people. Nobody know5 with what inten¬ 
tion a man is really working,* The whole society 
seems to have given up the path oi righteousness. 
He therefore advises his workers and drivers that 
in case of some trouble or mishap or in facing a 
difficult situation, they should be patient and cool- 
tempered in order to let the situation remain under 
control and to check the trouble from spreading. 
Even if they happen to receive slaps or kicks 
from people, they should remain calm and refrain 
From retaliations for, if the situation worsens, it 
will not be easy to get Justice done. He says people* 
sometimes curse him,, or call him names on his 
Eacc or on the telephone but he only smiles arc- 
keeps calm. One man took some money as a loan 
from him. Later on, he refused to pay it back 


and said "Get your money back through a Court 
of Law, if you so wish. I will see how the Law 
can help you in the matter 1 " * Maulana Edhi, niter 
relating this experience of his, said that the Law 
cf Truth Is not alliowec to prevail today. In the 
courts of Saw, people swear by Gqd in support ol 
alsebuod, he added. 


i 4 

i.C- 


WE ACT FOR THE SATAN; He 

. 

our religious belief is concerned, we declare that 
cur 11 Leman 1 is sound and that we fully believe in 
Allah's Word, but when it comes to our deeds and 
actions, we accept the leadership of Satan and 
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follow Mm blindly. In our social customs t in our 
marriage ceremonies, on the occasions of births 
am: deaths what we do clearly betrays the Satanic 


rnilucne. Even 
duties towards 
before others 


our r IBADAAT" (prescribed religious 
God and His creatures) are presented 
as big deeds for which we try to 


take credit and to elicit their respect. 


AN IDEAL HUMAN BE1KC: A REAL MUSLIM: The 


main identity of man is based on his 

T 

are Muslims rind take pride in being 


religion. We 
50; but we 


have drifted far away from our mission, says Maula- 
nu Edhi, Ho adds that sometimes he himself I eels 
ashamed of being called a Muslim, ior a real Muslim 

is an ideal human being. 


CAPITALISTS AND "WAD^RAS"; Islam, he says, 
wants U$ to establish a consultative system for 
meeting our socio 1 -economic, political and other col¬ 
lective needs and solving problems facing the pe¬ 
ople, But the capitalists and the 'Y/aderas* 1 have 
“chained* Islam, as ho puts it, and imposed on 
people an Islam of their Own choice, 

ISLAM IN OUR SERVICE: He is of the considered 
view that though we profess to be Muslims, in 
reality we do not want Islam to rule over us. On 
the contrary, we try to mould Islam in a way that 
wutd serve our own selfish ends, 


CAPITALIST MENTALITY: The mentality of a big 
capitalist, according to Maul ana Edhi, is like that 
of a man who stands on the roadside and stu:ks 
public contribution in money, He says the capitalist 
mentality is of such, a low order that it is better 
not to talk about it* 


ULEMA & DOCTORS* He also says that- only if our 
religious leaders were sincere, they could enforce 
Islam ir. Che country in a clay with all its blessings 
and benefits for humanity. Similarly, our doctors 




cun re ride r immense service to rhe needy and the 

A 

sick. only if they shed off their greed and tallow 


Islamic teachings. But the tragedy is that neither 
of them wants to practice Islam sincerely* 


EJGCTQRS AMASSING WEALTH: His opinion about 
doctors: 


"In these days, doctors do not luck upon 
patiL-:its as human being®. Their avarice for 
wealth is ever-increasing. Medical treatment 
is becoming more and ir.are expensive. For 
the iow“income groups it is often completely 
beyond their means,, to sav nothing, of the 

■f ' — 

poor and the indigent. No doctor, dispensary 
or hospital gives treatment with a missionary 
s p i rii , p re sc ri bin z sirr, pie , ess e?x p k n si v e an d 
yet efficacious rnedicMiea. 


Those who develop habits injurious to health , 
like smoking, arc not aftlvised first to give it 
Lip. The danger to health resulting from ruch 
habits is not fully explained tu the patient 
only been ,ise such indulgence an the par; of 
trn* patient will prolong his illness or delay 
the cure and this would obviously be to the 
benefit of the dccinrJ r 


THEY ESTABLISH TRUSTS FOR SELFISH ENDS: 

Maulana Ed hi is of the opinion that Paksitan’s lead¬ 
ership :m- been materialistic itt its outlook. This 
is true ot both political and religious leadership. 
They have, for ad intents and purposes, put their 


self-intere-st and self "aggrandisement: above every 
thing else. When we establish seme institution or 
trust, we usually have our Own interests in mind. 
Whether il bo with people or with Government, we 
indulge in deceit and Fraud from dawn to dusk. 
The rtiiuil is that wc have drifted away from the 
path of living a clean ;ind honest life and establish¬ 
ing a clean, peaceful society. We are only working 
for chaos, confusion and destruction, 
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QURAN - OUR BUST TEACHER & GUIDE: says 

Islam teaches us to live arid work lor the good of 
humanity. Quran as our best guide and teacher. 
Bat we look towards the West for guidance and 

net towards the Holy Book* 


QAZI SYSTEM; A b c hi 5 Sattnr Edhi believes that 
there is only one way oi reforming society and 
that is the establishment of CJaai System (appoint¬ 
ment of Qaai Courts to d is pen be Islamic justice! 
and equity}. He is of the opinion that this system 
will solve all problems now facing our society and 
remove all. its ills, Knr this purpose, we should 
elect persons oi high moral character and personal 

integrity Irani among Lhose who are living a retired 
life. Their tenure of of lice should he five ye are, 
after which period fresh elections should be held. 
Th-.j Qazis should be given lull powers to dispense 
justice according to Islamic teachings. They should 
be made "AM!RS“ (Chiefs or Administrators) in 
Lb e ir respective areas. T heir judge mo n t s s h on: d 
be final like those ot Martial Law courts. Evil?, 
ran be curbed and gociotv can be reformed only 

j *r 

■ i this way. Talks on Radio or Television, religious 
or moral preachings or other ways to reform indivi¬ 
duals and society have failed to achieve Lhis objec¬ 
tive and evil not succeed in future, too. 


SOCIAL WELFARE UNDER WESTERN SYSTEM: He 
says, "Our ideas about social service or people's 
Welfare are mostly based on. the system practised 
In the West* Dal that system is not wholly applicable 
to our country. Social service regulations ir. the 
Western countries put hindrances in the way of 
social workers artel institutions ► That is the reft sen 

I 

why I have not got Edhi Trust registered with 
1 he Government. If I had done so, this Trust 
would not have been what it is today/ 1 


ISLAM AS APPLIED TO WOMEN: Maulaha Edhi diL- 
iors with those who hold that the sphere of women's 


activities should not extend beyond their homes, 
[n. his considered view, young girls and even ber¬ 
ried wotciiti run away iron* their homes because we 
confine them within the tour walla of our houses 
and do r.oL allow them to see the world outside* 
These who swear by La Is re want to apply it only 

I 

d 3 < 3 - ■ 


on wbriner.folk out o: 


lale chauvinism. 


11 [V.u qu r Muslim women not work on the battle 
front in the early days of Is 


Did tnev not go 

■ ■ 

outside their rorres to perform diiicrc-rit duties con¬ 
nected with their household,-their children and 
L heir rclatfon s?" 1 slam i s not a tyran n Lea 1 re ligion, 
he save, but 35 far as our worne n_clk' are concerned , 
our actions are contrary to the teachings of Islam 

A Tb-* 

and this has led to the impression, particularly in 
the West, that these teachings are discriminatory 
against the women, lhaL women arcs second-class 
human beings and that they must bow to the c.irtates 
of man. H have closely observed women and found 
that evils like fraud, theft, ics are much less in 
them, Their behaviour with others is much better 
than men's, They have compassion, sympathy and 
affection in their hearts. Our religious leaders 
preach Istam f r om the pulpit. They hard .y work 
among the people and have little practical experience 
ot men and rr.ntrar£. Most ol Ineir FATtVAS . rcr.g'os 


hearsay. Had 
life as did 
early Odiphs 



edicts ) are issued on the basis o' 
they seen people in their day-tcre 
the K HULA FA-"r: ■ R AbHl L3£EN , (the 
oi the Holy Prophet) and been practical, hid they 
observed the life of the poor and felt lor their 
poverty, bad they tried Lo understand people's 
problems, they would not have imposed a ban on 
women's going out of their homes," 


Touching on the economic difficulties that most 
people today face, he says, "Today a family may 
consist of five, seven or ten persons, but there 
may not be no re than one ea rning tr.crmber to sup¬ 
port all of them. The question to ponder is: how 
long can he continue to meet all their basic necessi¬ 
ties 1 of life? The answer is obvious* Those who 










can earn a living trust cam iL; otherwise the family 
structure will crumble down, Kay, even evil thou¬ 
ghts; ane, evil actions may find their way in, That 
is the reason why I have decided to bring women 
forward in every field where they car prove to 
be useful, members of society. Women are being 
trained as drivers, clerks, nurses, telephone opera¬ 
te r s and in other professtons. Thcy bave a greater 
and better sense of service. What is’needed is to 
strengthen this sense and jr.uk& good use of it. 

is is what I am doing. But a long with such training 
ar-d putting them in suitable job®, i always impress 
upon them not to sh- w themselves off, to observe 
the "Purdah" as prescribed in the Holy Quran .,o 
as in ward off arv mart who ntav have evil thouchis* 

* it I J 

h bn 1 1. them. L also ask thetn to be regular in their 
prayers, RarrBaan fasting, paying Zakat and in 
parrying out other injunctions of Islam." 


-dnub'ina Ed hi acids/’ Our social structure today 
lb such and taboos arc so disabling that women 
become psychologically sick, They are victims of a 
tyrannical set-up. ] have observed them closely, 
My APN A GH AR today houses about a hundred 
ruri-awny girls. If I had not provided them with 
shelter and other needs in a clean atmosphere , I 
would not have any clear idea about the causes 
abich led them to behave in the way they had 
behaved. L now undesiand their minds better than 
most people do, 1 ’ 


About hts own family he says, "1 have plainly 
told my wife and daughters rot to be subdued oy 
the customary, disabling social taboos and to serve 
humanity by coming out of the cc?r.fine& of their 
home. My elder daughter* Kubra, is working in a 
poor house. She is so devoted to her social servicr 
that ever on the? occasion of Eid she did not go 
hoihe for three days," 


FORCED MARRIAGES ~ 70$ DIVORCES: The number 
■■jf divorces in our society is on the increase. One 



main reasun tor t-His situation* according lo Maulana 
Eel hi, ls that men feed no hesitation and allow no 
hindrance to come in the way of a second marriage. 
When he has his desire fulfilled , he begins to 
care less and less for the rights and needs of hi;-, 
first wife. 30o of divorce cases result from tins 
attitude, while V0$ of cases are the result of forced 
or arranged marriages. Young men and girts arc 
nusrriud off by their parents or guardians on gro 
iinda of preference for their own community or of 
religious and sectarian affinity, without caring for 
the willing consent QJ those: they bind in nuptial 
lies. 


THEY DRIVE PARENTS MAD AND TURN THEM OUT: 


In the Pool 


Ho i 


ase se 


dhi J there 


up by M'auymyia 
is a large number of men and women who- have 
been driven out ot their homes by their ultra- 
modern Western-educated sons and daughters heca- 
L.:*e the latter thought that lheir parents were either 
socially very backward and n conservative 51 or an 
economic burden on them. In either case, the p- 
arents were found to be a hindrance In hett.crime, 
their social and economic status and in their Wcr^- 

t cr ii“ st y le li v i n g a n d cub | if a , 7 hey i h e re I ore wa n t 
to get rid of such parents t bring them to an Edhi 
centre lor admission to the Poor House, saying 
that He or she too old and poor p or is a mental 
case aud therefore gives them a lot of trouble or 

or she was found, by them on some footpath 


in a wretched condition 


POOR HOUSES IN EVERY STREET: Maulana L'.dhi 
foresees the time when Poor Homes will Jm vo u- L-, 
set up in every quarter and when modern sons 
and daughters would deem it an act of kindness 
or virtue to get- their old pa ret ns admitted therein. 
Or mnybe the parents would themselves prefer to 
gel away from their sons and daughters who die; 
TtcL want to live with, them any longer, ;md would 
therefore seek a peaceful asylum. 


60 

















EDHI HOME A SHELTER FOR ANIMALS TOO: Edhi 
Centre was originally meant to provide distressed, 
poor, suite ring end helpless human beings with 
shelter, food, bathing and medical treatment. Soon, 
how 


Q v i. r 


1-1 r ' 

Cl i . 


Tals that were cruelly treated by their 
owners and had us a result become lame or crippled 
or badly wounded, also began Id be sheltered arid 
fed arid provided with medical treatment. These 

tm 

animals include donkeys, mules,, horses, monkeys* 
deer, dogs and cats, In view of the increasing 
number of such animals, a separate project was 
planned and now a Veterinary Hospital is under 
construction or. a two-acre plot a: land or the 
Super Highway. This will provide medical treatment 
on.v to such animals as have been abandoned by 
their owners and bps either sick, or uaolv inkarec- 
or Crip 



FOUL-SMELLING CORPSE AND EDHI: Hap Abdul 
k z iz Ranged?. r who was elected a? member ot the 
Provincial) Assembly from Mithadar area, relates this 
story 3 

r 

A very young girl oi his constituency was 
lost■ for about a week there was no trace about 
her. Innn comebc>dy informcd Maulana Edhi that 
foil) smell was coming out of a water tg.uk in the 
area.. He at once arrived at. the spot and took oat 
of the Lark a corpse which was found to lie that 
of the lost girl. The dead body was in a state i>: 
decomposition and the smell was so foul and unbear¬ 
able that nobody wanted to go neiir it. It was 
only MautaruB. Edhi who could do it, 

ff 


A DOG’S IDEAD BODY REMOVED FROM ROAD: One 
dav at 11 O s ciock as I reached A PM A GHAR ihr 


Sohrab Goth* 1 f 
tr.c ivlentcl Centre 
gut into the van 


oirnd Maulana Edhi leaving for 
on the Super Highway. 1 aJ r. t: 
a \ c>ti gwith a n&ych 1 atr i «t, A boL 


1 Kilometers from Toll Plaza. 


the dead bodv of a 








dog lying on the main 

■ I L ’i o the Maui an a 

was absorbed In eonveraaticn he could not see the 
corpse, but after the van had passed beyond it, 
ho happened in see it?; reflection in the mirror. 
At once he puiled up, put -he van in the reverse 
pear and got-down to remove the corpse, f too 
followed him and loked about for a tree branch or 
soiiif either thing with which i could help him in 
removing the dead body* As 1 succeeded infinding 
a branch and returned* to the spot where the dead 
dog was lying, i found to my .astonishment that 
be had already removed, it from the road with hh 
bare hands using only a piece o- waste paper that 
nc found on the roadside. 


FOOD FOR INDIAN SAILORS; A phene cad informed 
the Centre that an Indian motor launch is out of 
order and it a sailors have arrived on the shores 
ul Karachi. They were about 20 persons. Ihoir 
food supplied and run out and they Lad been hung¬ 
ry for quite a few dayrs. Maulana Ed hi immediate! 
instructed' his men to deliever food to 
sailors and to continual to feed them as 
they were on our shores. 


i | 

¥ 


Uj 11 n 


suers 
g 


il APP¥ TO HANDLE DECOMPOSED CORPSES: One 
nay I ionrid Maulana Edhl in a very happy mood, 


In reply to my q uc ry hc 

lips and light iri his 

in formed of a dead body 

/ 

the sea. It was badly cb 


said with a smi'e on his 
.eyes that he had beer, 
lying in the jungle hear 
■comprised and the odour 


so 


E. 




it feds so unbearable that no one 


wanted to go near it. Pc himself then lifted 
with his bare hands and alter rouesaury rites 

Jr 

was buried. 



2(1,000 DEAD bOlTES GIVEN GHUSL : There may 
have been no. Muslim in the world in the pa^L or 
in our own cl a y who could claim to have given the 

prescribed GHU3L to about 20,000 dead oodles du¬ 
ring a span of 40 years. This distinction; goes 



















■ only to Ahdus Sattar £dhi* This ec^Id 

! 1 be held as a. World Record. On an average, 
three Li; twelve dead bodies are handed daily by 
aim tor GHUSL, The unclaimed dead bodies of Mtus- 
.ims who breathe their last in the three main hospi- 

C fcals g: Karachi, namely, Jinnah Post Graduate Medi- 
c.al Gentre, Tne Civil Hospital and Abbasi Shtaheed 


E-ibspitah are also given GH1! f !. by this: 


ervant o: 


n ij.! 




IS l." R EA U GRA GY: lv !;li i 1 a r a d cihi 


says, ''Ae have 
trusted no Government in connection with the prob¬ 
lems of the people* There has always been a dis- 
tan.ee which those opposed to the GoverrurEsnt in 
power have sought to maintain in their own interest, 
For tills purpose they confused our mind 
aniRCovernmerit propaganda and did not 
word of praise or appreciation even for th 


w: f n 


a e . ■ 




g o a d 


pci i 


of the Government, They did not refrain 
prom levelling false and unfounded charges against 
those in power. This gave rise to subversive activ:- 

I 

|t£S, to class Struggle, to clashes on grounds of 

or sectarian differences. For nil these 


r 


10 uu 


phenomenal one can lay the blame squarely on 
those who drive the masses of people on the wrong 
paths and yet pose themselves as their friends, 
servants and well-wishers. I coo once used to decry 
bureaucracy. Today people may think [ :ic also a 
bureaucrat*. for 1 try to keep a distance between 
•jnysoU and those who come to me. There are many 
who arc either professional beggars or pose to be 


want to use me in some such 


needy or 
could serve their selfish ends 


m 


W a y 


as 


ON SECOND MARRIAGE AND NARCOTICS: In the 
lignt ol his experience during the past 40 years, 
IMaulatia Edhi is of the firm view that the betsL 
and easiest way of putting some one o:i the path 
of eventual destruction is to make him a drug 
addict ami the easiest way to destroy a man's 
I peace of mind is to make him. have a second wife. 
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KAMILA PLANNING NECESSARY: Or, the controver¬ 
sial question of family planning* he says “There 
a re fv. o classes ir. society; 13 : h e ;aoor a nd odp russet.: 

the rich and b press or s. The latcer class 
distribution of wealth. In view oi the 
works it is necessary to nave 
recourse to things like family planning tc sstc.hr..'ish 
a vjcirt o: equilibrium in society, Knur. distinctions 
between; the poor and Lhe wealthy will tade out 
and justice and equity wiI prevail, tS^re wil then. 

be no need lor family planr.inti 

■ 1 


w ay du r so c le t v 




IMAMS* PIRS AND THEIR INCOME: A deputation 
once came to see Mauiana E-dhl in his Mithadar 
office. Acrjong other m a t te r r;, the question of rnsun- 
tenance of accounts also came under discussion« 
The Maulafia told them that every paisa he received 
was oruperly recounted for in his office, but he 
did 
sai d, 
cthei 
t heir. 




ot 


wasting time in httans of files, II 


!| In our society there arc Imams, Pirs and 
so-called religious leaders, but no body uskh, 
to render accounts of what they receive, 
■A'hy this discrimination? They receive large amounts 
of money and other offerings from their followers 
and yet dt> r: ol. hav« to bothor n 'onuL keepi- g p r*>|r 
accounts ot receipts and expenditures. People have 
confidence in cne and my work. "I hey contribute 
voluntarily in cash and .kind, knowing full well 
that every penny tney give will he spent in the 

arid iar the r| 


-i:3 [' 

- *■« “ 1 - 


,»v 

r" 



CrlVl-S^ 1 , 


ADVICE TO MIAN MUNSHI OF LAHORE: A philan 
thropist of Lahore built a hospital building at a 
coul oi 15 Million rupees. He requested Via Lila ns. 
Tvdbi to advise him about its proper use. The latter 
said 1 II yu j wish to hand over this building to 
me, 1 will use it as an orphanage, for running a 
big hospita, is noi my mission. Rut if you want 


lb at it 

:rs a y 

be run as a 

hospital, you 

may 

hand 

over to 

the 

Government„ 

Mian Mu ns hi 

(the 

phila 


tnropist] was, however, keen on the hospital idea 
and so put it under Government control. 
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A . C* NOT USED: The motor vehicle which Maulanu 
Abdus Sattar Edhi uses has an air-conditioner ins¬ 
talled in i:* It is however t surprising to many 
who art! told about it that he has so lar never 
turned on the ai r-c on dit ioner even in hot turner 
days, He cares little lor his personal comfort. 


KMC REJECTS HIS APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF 
LAND: Edhi always controls hit- fooling a and his. 
t o h g ue wh c n othen j: ev «ons or cstablisLitus again¬ 
st whom he may have genuine complanits are under 
discussion, even though they may h'Ave caused him 
worry and ret h rued his plans. 0r.ee when Karachi 
Metropolitan Corporation was the subject oi our 
c0nvereation. tic c ou Id nut restrain himself ,md 
pointed cuit that his application for land in Omngi 
Town to open a Centre under Edhi Trust was trimed 

down without any justification. Another application 
Lor grant of land to be used as burial ground has 
been pending for six years, We all know that with 
Karachi '3 rapidly multiplying population. i::orc buri¬ 
al grounds are a crying need. He said that KMC 
is expected to address itself to the n^eds oi the 
people but. the state oi its affairs demands that 
JL or most v j l its employees, particularly its oi'ii- 
o.ers, be transferred to ether ssLnbJieh merits and 
God-fearing persons be appointed against those 
posts. He added that a particular religious group 
seems tv havu mono txjIi zed that civic bodv which 

i. 

had only added tq the problems of the people. 

11 1 N3HA ALLAH" ON OUR LITE ONLY; tie savs we 

■a 

Mus 1:n j 5 utjte r I \SH A A LI-A H 1 . G u d wi 1 ling) :n. n y 
times a day while making a promise or ids Airg 
Wu 1] of Orr-eone■ 3Ut this has bertime Triere J: bit, 
Luir intentions are in most cases otherwise and 
when w ■ --jpeak these wards we are really telling 
lies. 

TRIBUTE TO Z. A. NIZAMI: Among the Government 
officials whoso services are n d previa led Ly Mauiana 


6o 



Kdbi is the Director General of Karachi Development 
Authority, M'J?* Z.A* Nizami. Jlc is oi the opinion 
that the £ iiii_ official lias a htt ma n approach to-* a r cl a 
the people and their problems and is God fearing. 

. n : n v e.-; i a pi i ■ • h m ft r t oi r. c w cent re s under JicJlti. 
Trust in diiternct arcus of this fas1-expanding city . 
he exLeudi^l his co-operation without delay and so 
enabled the Trust to provide facilities that arc sc 
urgently needed in emergencies. 


19BG—A Tragic: Year ior Karachi: 13 1 :r:ng the twej- 

lg from October 1986 , 
scene ol extremely rog- 
large number ol human 


ve months 

period 

begi 

Karachi wa 

s repeat: 

ediv ■ 
-- 

re'-Liibk: ev 

ents in 

whicl 

lives were 

lost and 

area 


i. tl 


perty. Some of these incidents appeared to be the 
result of terrorist activities instigated by elements 
not belonging to this country and inimical tej Pakis¬ 
tan ► 


During all those incidents of bloodshed and 
bomb blasts, Maulana Edhi, Beeum Biioeos Ed. hi 

I # 

and their voluntary social works 3 ™ & .r’c rn 3-i n g ci ts \x y 
.in relief w cj rk round the clock* I hev spt nrft cv 

i£* 

the finest and greatest examples oi l-g] floss service 
to humanity which will never be forgotten. 

Abdus Sat tar Edhi thinks that the barbarous 
killings and blcodshec cj: 1 -11 h Tcccnibe v , 19 S 6 r 
Aligarh Colony and Qasbah Colony were more reg- 
retU-ble because those who instigated Lheiri or took 
active part in killing innocent menj women and 
children seemed to be totally devoid of aij human 
feelings, I: was all a scene of sheer brutality with 
no trace of humanity. Ho is of the opinion tha: 
bad ansi inhuman politics was behind the insensibh 
bomb blasts, 


Alter the massacre in Aligarh Colony, the 
first person to arrive there was Abdus Saitar Edhi. 
He immediately organized relief work, Edhi Trust 
a m b ula ri c c s w are seen maki n s to u n d alter ro u r • I 
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l£ 3 carry the dead and the injured to hospitals. 
The dead, after being pronounced .-o by hospital:-,, 
were buried» Relief supplies were delivered to the 
terror-stricken men, women and children who kut 
viveti and were trying to seek safety I>*hincl the 

K W r 1 

closed doors of their own houses or by running 
away to other places. 

Those tragic incidents, with the heart rending 
stories ot those directly a f fee Led by them, h« vv 
Left an indelible impression an the minus of the 
people of Karachi. They rightly feel that had there 
been no Edhi Trust and its volunteers t the loss 
ol human lives in those I a merit a tile i ncidtm Is would 
have been far greater. To them Edhi is an "angel 
of mercy 11 * 


El D GIFTS FOR PRISONERS: The Ed his keep hear¬ 
ing from all kinds of people and places. Even the 
meet unexpected quarters. Both Maulnim Edhi and 
Bilqees Edhi read every single letter received by 
them, bo me times they even help each nihi-r with 
the mail. A moving letter was received from the 
Bpri&unmrs of the Hyderabad Jail, They had sv. 1: 1 
that Eid was ;it hand but they neither Li.id clothes 
to wear on the occasion nor anything special to 
cat to celebrate Eid—even though they were **:• 
unfortunate as to be away from their loved ones. 
Maul an a. Edhi immediately responded with, clothes, 
biscuits, fruit and five hundred Jir.rta.h Clap*. To 
make the poor souls feel that they were still a 
part of humanity and were nut abandoned to rot 
in the dungeons, ! hat some bod y sti 11 cared l 


ft 


NO 1 A P N A G H A R ’ OF HIS OWN : A s a me a s ur* a i 
Addas Sat la r Edhi's sincere devotion to serving 
i lie suffering humanity may be cited the fact he 
ji : .S not only formally ar. h. mate of '"Apna, Gha,r !l at 
Sohrab Goth, KarucLu (having formally filled In 
the prescribed form request trig asylum in !l Apna 
Char 1 , and being granted admission against 




I 
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Nos ( k 2i 06) , but that he actually elneS nOl have a 
house of bis own ( 1 apna ghar'}. 


Even the house ( ri- ‘erred to, elsewhere in 
this booh, ait- the home cl the Etlhis in Mithad^r 
which it occupied by their children who live there 
with their asternal grandmother, was actually given 
to Bilqccs in marriage by her mother and still 
stands in her name and rot that of Man tana Ed hi* 


So that the poor servant of God called Abdus 
Sattar Edhi r.ot Ovt! t: have a. :iou u; t»J hi$ 

own- “ ■-and he does not want one! 


in middle age irsd some in old 


WANTS HIS BODY TO BE GIVEN TO A MEDICAL 
COLLEGE; *Ve all know that death is inevitable. 
Some die in childhood, so—p at a young age, some 

age, A Iev nl US 

may leave this world as centenarians. One of the 
harsh realities of lifts is that each one of us has 
to die at some point of time or other, in the Holy 
Quran, man's attention has been repeatedly drawn 
to death., the end of his Jilts in this world in 
order to impress upon him the need for living a 
clean j, he nest and useful life, avoiding evil and 
doing good deeds for which he will reap a reward 
in this Hereafter ar.d the Blessings of Almighty 
and Merciful Alla h. 


During an interview, J mentioned to Moudana 
Edhi that he had rendered valuable service lg Iium::l:i 
beings-, including bathing with jk own hands about 
20 ,000 unclaimed dead bodies and arranging their 
funeral, Ore; day he* too, would bid farewell to 
this world. II has become a custom in nu r society 
that big men. the wealthy and the influential arc- 
given a grand burial and their graves are built in 
m:i rbln, sometimes with domes or marble canopies 
over them, Even the so-called ’Firs 1 are buried in 
<i similar manner. Since, he too had done so much 
good work for his fellow human beings which has 
received, recognition lar and wide, he should also 









bo buried Ln a suitable grave at a conspicuous 
place* On hearing these wards oi mine, he simply 
smiled and F.-aid '] do not wanL to bo buried in a 


high, stone grave- 1 would rather like that 
dend body be g.ven to r. Medical College whore 
limbs and buries ar.d other parts may be used 
the benefit of other human beings," 


-ny 
r'ri y 
for 


GOVERNMENT OF FAKEHTAN 


AND 


MAULANA EDHI 


Maul an a Abdus Salt ur Edhi had initially reque¬ 
sted thrr Government of PaKlstan in 1981 for grant 
ol permission to use a wireless communication set. 


Thin was also mentioned in his letter to the Presi¬ 
dent oi Pakistan when he was returning the cheque 
tor the donation to the Edhi Trust. However, the 


permission, in question, has not. been granted upt.il 
now (December 1937), 


Out ot 34 Edhi Centres, 18 Centres are presen¬ 
tly working without, telephones. Today, can you 
meet Fin emergency without even a telephone tor 
cornrm;ideation s. 


Request to the: Government of Pakistan b;ss 
also been made by Maul an a Edhi for grant of permis¬ 
sion to operate a helicopter service. Nut for making 
money! Only to serve humans and save precious 
lives by operating a helicopter ambulance., rescue 
and relic;: service. Maulana Edhi has yet tu hear 
from the Government of Pakistan. 






Text of the letter addressed to the President of 
Pakistan returning cheque for Rs. c >.00,000/- 


M a u I a n a A b dus Sat t a r E d h i does not want : o 
receive any aid 1 rum the Government for th$ 
inslLtuLiin hi: has established. Ele thinks bv 
seeking or receiving such help he himself would 
beciime la»Y arid. Caroles*. But i: rui will vfiek 
contributions from the public,, as ho does, 


he will continue to have hie sense of responsi- 
biUy to, and accountability before th.ee., Presi¬ 
dent Zia^ui-Haa some time aco announced a do¬ 


nation of Rs. 5,00 j 0 0 0 / for Ed hi Trust, but 
Maulana Ed hi politely refused to accept it. 


Tl'ic text of :ns letter 


(translated into English) 


is given 



Trie Honourable President of Pakistan 
fii Chief Martial Law Administrator, 

Rawalpindi, 

A 5 salami-□-Alai k tins, 

] atn in receipt of a cheque IN 0.07983 IS, Book 
No.C-07984, dated 4-4-1931 sent to me in vour 
behalf as a donation, to the Edhi Trust. 1 am grate¬ 
ful to you for your valued recognition of the ser¬ 
vices rendered by my wife arid me. 


In my view the purpose ot sociad service ii; 
U ] re;nder help and assistance to the peop 1 e, w'iether 
they be poor or rich, whenever they are ir: distress 
or hit by some clamity, and all such work should 
be directed towards seeking God's pleasure through 
serving humanity , I always try to trust Allah while 
working for the good of the people, to inspire 
Lliem to work in a similar manner and, with their 
recognition of the value oi social service and the 
satisfaction one gets through such work, to make 
them.contribute voluntarily with money and materials 
to the resources of institutions devoted to humanita¬ 
rian work. 1 want to carry on my work with full 


ro 


















enthusiasm without seeking ^ny aid c-r grant trorn 
the Government. In view of this, I am returning 
with thanks the said, cheque along with a photo 
copy uf Finance Division letter No. F-10(09) D.F.A, 
(C.A.B.JVai dated 4-S-F1. 


Those doing social service should realize that 

I_ F 

financial resources of the Gove rn cumt arc not sc 
vtst as to enable it to implement al its schemes 
<r, t once and also extend aid Funds to all institutions 


engaged i n s gc ia l or h u ma n it a rian work. 


Official 


procedure^ and rules and regulations concerning 
such aid and grants are also Li:::e-cpresuming, and 
this is par haps unavoidable. 


Social workers- should cume into this field with¬ 
out 53 rrv thoughts of material rewards or of doing 
a favour to the Government. They should be on- 
thus'ed. with a religious fervour to serve people 
a [id their service should only be tor God’s pleasure. 
They should work in a manner that would inspire 
people to provide funds for the cause. During the 
meetings of Znkut nnd Ushr Committees, 1 have 
tried to inspire members to work for the needy 
and the distressed in such a way as would impress 
people- of their respective areas and attract their 
willing contributions. They should not be a burden 
01 : the Government in any way. 


Difficulties are usually met with by social wor¬ 
kers. One has never heard ol any one who has 
faced nii difficulty in serving humanity. 

1 am deeply grateful to you and the Govern¬ 
ment for acceding to my request for provision of 
a wireless set. 

I wish to serve my people and my country in 
my personal capacity without any hindrance or res¬ 
trictions. For the work that Almighty Allah has 
assigned to ma and has in His Mercy enabled me 


71 





to carry on with, I am grateful to Hin with all my 
humble being and I pray to Him to save me from 
any thoughts of greatness or publicity lor myself, 
Islam Zindabad - Pakistan Zindabad. 

T 

Your hurnble r V fl n t . 


[ ABDUS SATTAR EDIII) 











LilLUKKS ED HI 
“-“the life-partner of Edhi 

Biiqeos Edhi is me daughter oi the Late Usrna- 
Metnon and Habia Hajiani. The family haihs from 

Kathiawar* Rabia Hauajii had twc; sorj:^ a, n :J on<- 

T* 

daughter when her husband died, Usunar 1 s permi- 
rc T \t source of livelihood was 3 bicycle shoo which 

j s 

continued to provide s'-eLeuattce r -o the 


■ v a t t.c- r 

B m 

his death* TUhi;i 3 ai wanted to give her children 
good education, For this purpose and to augment 
her income» she bccarne a c. tich.er i n, a 3ch001 which 
paid her Hs. 25 /- per month. The elder son, Iqbal, 
tared well at school and college and passed the 
B, A, examination, but his younger brother, Man 
mood G hasna vi , c uuld not g 1 > beyon d High St: h 00,. 
B-ilqees, too, could not pursue her education after 
Matriculation, 

Meanwhile, Kaji&ni Rabia became interested in 
nursing,. Twenty four years ago whon MauLuna Edhi 
was running a maternity home ami dispensary., sh* 
cal led on him nnd asked if she could be trained 
as a n 1; r g t, 111 those days, the Mem on com mu nit y 
regarded nursing as a sinful profession for wornon , 
but Ma.11 Ian a Edhi was training them as nurses des¬ 
pite the community's opposition. Rabiii Bui was en¬ 
rolled as a trainee nurse on a monthly remuneration 
oi Rs, 80 / - , She started her training along with other 
girls. One day she was seen entering the premises 
accompanted by a little, naughty girl who began 
to tamper with things and scatter them around, 
Maulana Edhi was, naturally, annoyed and asked 
RaLia B;ti not to bring the girl there again. 


With the passage of time, Bilqees grcw r into a 
teenage girl, Her mother then thought thnt she 
should also get training in nursing, .So she talked 
to Maul-ana Edhi about it. At first hr did not agree 
but eventually yielded to her repeated requests. 
Abdu& Sat tar Edhi was now about a middle-aged 











man . Ht r. z .d aI! along been a very busy man and 
Considered marital JLIe a hinderance in his mission. 
He would, however, often recall the words of his 
deceased mother: !l S.atta'r P when will you gel mar¬ 
ried; v,.ion shall I have the happiness la hug your 
child? Do van intend to get married only when I 
have passed av. c; v? 1 


His mether could not Live long enough to see 
ter cherished, desire fulfilled. Now. with ac,vancing 
age he found himself laced with the problem of 
I l ndin g a girl who wou • d ag rce to be hi3 


i < 
U. 


The life he was living had lit rip to offer to a 
marriage partner. Almost all twenty four hours of 
nis .!ay wore spent in the' dispensary . The room 
he lived in was by no means con fort able, fc had 
no regular hours of eating nr rest or sleep, Directly 
or indirectlyj ue proposed to some of the girls 
receiving training in his nursing home but none 
agreed. Eventually, he sent the proposal to Bilqccj 
through tier aunt. and luckily she accepted it with¬ 
out. any hesitation. After a few months, its i 966. 
they got married. Abdus Sat tar Ed hi was then 3^ 
years old and Bilqecs was -9, 


[ have had the opportunity* of seeing and 
knowing BiJqces at close quarters. As she stepped 
on the threshold of youth j?h,e had started learning 
nursing with her mother. Maulana Edhi's personality 
is such that it leaves a lasting impression on those 
■who haD -jer. tc? work with him . Bilcjee:* had received 
her training in nursing under his guidance. It 
was, therefore, natural that his character and his 


principles greatly impressed her young .mind, That 
was the reason why Bilqces agreed to his marriage 
proposal when other girls had turned ic down and 
extended her active co-operation in nis mission ol 
serving humanity. 


Their happy union has given them two sons 
and two daughters. With the passage of time her 
enthusiasm and zeal for social sen*vice are getting 
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dee net' and 

1 

.stronger. 

Q ric 

Ccr,i] d 

say ‘He: her eager- 

ness and 

read 1 n e $$ 

TO 

s l? r v o 

hum anil v im in no 

f? 

■a ay less - 

may be l 

• V 0 1 


- intense than that 

of Maulana 

bdhtt We 

find 

t O C. ItL V 

w 

* no:.her in stituuon . 



us tfiat the 
ee = Frurda- 


M<imucl ^ilcees Ed hi Fou ndation, devoted to the scr 
vice of humanityj Malaga EJrdhi tells 
contributions being received by the 
tioii surpass even tho.se that come in, the na;::e t>l 
Edhi Foundation.. 11 there 15 an accident# or some 
kind of help is needed for the inmates of 



h 


Ql 


^srls who have run away from their homes arc to 
be repatriated or ri j habilitated, one wceilti find Bil- 
qccs present there in person to do the needful. 





When 1 talked to Eilqees about the training 
di two thousand girls ira the Buffer Zone Centre? 
ir\ Karachi, 1 found that she had clear-cut ideas 
in. this regard and wanted to execute her plans 
without delay , The other day u run-away girl from 
Islamabad arrived in Karachi. The matter came to 
the no Liu e ol Bilqees who received the girl, and 
after two months she agreed to return to bur pa¬ 
rents. Biiqecs booked air passage for herself, her 
daughter Ku bra and the girl and personally deliver- 
od her to her parents in Islamabad. 


Bilqeen has* a deep love for humanity. When¬ 
ever she Seams that so Bsc illegitimate child hay 
been strangled to death, or beheaded or cut to 
pieces by cruel.-hearted parents to hide their sin. 
she cannot help shedding tears gut ai heart-felt 
& or row. She says the parents, of such babies commit 
a. sin to satisfy their lustful desire and when their 
illegal and unholy union results in the birth of a 

baby who, after all, is innocent-they commit 

the further sin of destroying a human life, Tf 
only they could think of informing one of the Eclht 
Centres, we would silently take away their illegiti¬ 
mately barn and unwanted baby and save them 
from committing the second inhuman sin, 

Bilqees works in the office of their Mitbadar 
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i... !:* ro for two to three Kp urs dally. Sli-fi wrlies 
letters io those who seek florae information or help. 
Ca.vC-> oL 'ioiu.r. iu need of assistance, or ot provi¬ 


ding hou echoic necessities to those girls, who are 
being rtuirried Ijut their parents are too pool" to 
aivc them even the minim urn requirements qf esLnb- 


isrung a 


Ja id V S i 


\ 

1 

c ri 

, ; a - 


k , . 


household, or to the Instate girls Whose 
marriage has been arranged by the Ed:-is, are 
looked after by her. I'vvo nr three times every 

-i «r 

rides visits •' A oil a Goar 1 iu Sohrab Goth, bhe 
like her husbands she ton feels restless in 
tr own heme, She spends the night in their 
dispensary in Mil ha a nr v. here her husband also 
resLs=, while their children are under the care of 
their grandmother in their home. 


BILQEIjIS EDtli-Mature, Confident and Enthiiaias- 

tier 1 had interviewed Silqees Ed hi in January 
l'h^b in connection with the compilation of ray book 
EDHI EX SHAXKSIYAl . EK K1R1J AR ir (Edhi a 
personality, i character!. In August 1987 when T 
went to Interview her again, ! fell that in that 

period of a little mere than a year uic had become 
a much more mature Lady and was brimming with 
confidence. She wan enthusiastic about making wo¬ 
men active and respectable members of society, 
She had a keen perception ol their problems and 
wanted to solve them ir. the shortest possible time, 
During that period, a Foundation named after her 
had come into being and an institution tur girls 
called rl AL-B AN A AT 11 had also been established. 













VOLUNTEERS OF EHHF 


Since the tir.e Abdul? Sat tar Ed hi st* p pie d in 
tbb field o_ social si: I are, about 33 years back, 

■ Jr " 

he has had to come across rot hundreds but thou¬ 


sands of 


workers. 

.7 


There was a time when Maulana 
Ed hi was a member of the volunteer corps and 
went around on a bicycle collecting goat and sheep¬ 
skins of sacrificial animals. People voluntarily used 
to help him collect the skins. The Maulana never 
liorgot those old-time friends and camp at riots. Ltvs- 
tcad , as the work grew bigger and. bigger, he 
absorbed them on a regular basis in the organ 12 a- 
1 ion. On the top o£ that list of volunteers appears 
the name at Haji Iqbal, who ; s an Gottorn of honesty, 
sincerity, diligence, and dutiful love of social ser¬ 
vice . Ismail Vayani is a conscientious worker. Haji 
Iqbal Yousuf is another worker full of sincerity to 
t!ie cause of social service. Anwar, Amir: bhai, 
Abdus Sattar Khaqaui, Anwar Kaarni and Malik FasaL 
Liussain, etc,, arc also carrying out their assigned 
duties in a highly efficient man tier and with a. 
zeal f a r the cause. 


Since Man la. rut Ed hi belongs to the .Vi v. mo n com- 
i iu n j i y, a nd lie has worksd with quite a few organi - 
nations of the community, he has at hand a large 
number of voIuntecra who can drive and arc G u j ra. t i 
-speaking. These senior, higlily experienced dri¬ 
vers are the cream of his corps of volunteers, it 
is these very drivers who have no hois it a turn in 
picking up decomposed corpses, jumping ir.to raging 
fires, «ind being continuously on duty for ever, 36 
hours at a streLch-'--Lhe limits of human, endurance 
to which they gladly stretch their conscience-sound 
souls. If, in view of lhe fast-charging times, these 
drivers are provided even the basic facilities {which 
may not he: anywhere near the international stan¬ 
dards for people engaged in such selfless humani¬ 
tarian iTiis-slnrsJ i they are pcrteetK c.ap&b.e of car¬ 
rying tms social service work to much greater 
heights. 


t i 

















[] E N T RES 


A ntimber oi projects have been undertaken, 
under the Ed hi: Welfare Centre t Abd.Ua Saltar 
Kcih: Foundation and bLltiues hdhi Fou r, da lion , 


L«.• complete these projects as early 
work is gov-g on day and night, 
CtjnfHniri! them an: given below: 

!_■ t..* 


as pcssi ■ ic , 
borne details 


11 A F N A CHAR" (SOHRAB GOTH CENTRE): After 



firs' centre 


in 3 oj! L o ri V! a r k c t a r c. a , 


the second one has been set up in Sohrab Goth 
under Una n a me of APNA GHAR. Li lioua&t* orphan- 

y l 

ed , in digen t, d ow n -1 r ad den an d h c 1 p les s i n d i v idual s 


w cio nave no 
il was their own 
literally meansT For some 


IcLG.-U L-'-J gu L-'-J h n^I C , l i r; y l rr tr l cl r= i 

: home , whic 1 1 tbe name A ?N A A G 1 1A! 
17 j " 1 " time, heroin addicts an 


those suite ring rrorn mien Lai illness weru also admit¬ 
ted in A PM A GHAit, bar alter the opening oi the 
Super Highway Centre they have been moved there. 
Alow the Sohrab Goth Cert re provides asylum to 
girls who run away from their parental norr.es for 
some reason dr the other, to old or crippled parents 
who are turned out by iheir sons, and to the 


sick and disabled persons, 

Jr 


Sy the end of the current year, a complete 
emergency centre is also being set up here. It 
will provide timely medical aid to victims of road 
or other accidents in Gulahan -e-Iobal. Federal B 
A rea ■ New Karachi and other places, in il s vie in iLy , 
The operation theatre of this Emergency Centre 
has been completed. It will provide surgical aid to 
such victims as may need It urgently, in view of 
great Joss of life in major accidents or as a result 
of terrorist activities like that in which a Pan- 
American plane was hijacked and the fatal casualties, 
resulting from bomb explosions like the or.e that 
occured in Saddar area of Karachi this year (1987), 
an airtondjtkmed morgue is also being constructed 
at the Sohrab Goth Centre. It will accomodate 60 
dead bodies at a time til] they are identified and/or 












claimed by their next of kin. It mu ill be the largest 
air-ct:n41tinr.cd morgue in the country. On the com¬ 
pletion of the Emergency Centre, the Blood Bank 
of Mazinmbad Centre will also be shifted here so 
that those receiving grave injuries and needing 
blood transfusion may no immediately attended to. 


Bh'FTER /ONE CENTRE: A Centre is under cons- 
t ruction in Buffer Zone by the Bilcees Ed hi Fou nda- 
tlor , ft has been planned as a hostel, the first of 

,000 girls' will be 
various arts and 


s z s kirsd in P a ki s ta n , v. herc 
accommodated and trained i i 


2 


crufts. Mauiara Edhi, who during his long years 
■■ i" service to humanity has closely observed women. 


l tf o: 

than men 
nasw for 


opinion rbai they arc better workers 
a nd can a 1 so w o r k 1 o n g e r, The i r c r: l L u - 
social service is also greater than menb. 
Several years ba.ck, the idea of training women in 
different occupations and crafts occured to his 
mind. He could not, however, implement it then 
because of nauclty of funds. Since that difficulty 
lias now been overcome, he is Tibia to give it a 
concrete shape. The hostel Hr girls in Buffer Zone 
is expected to be com Dieted within two years. IL 
will impart training to girls in nursing, first aid, 
maternity home duties, driving and different handi¬ 
works and crafts as Lmight in industrial homes. 
H-d u c at! on u p t rj the hip, h S c h ool lev cl will also be 
imparted and those desiring and deserving higher 
education will be provided facilities to receive it. 


On completion of training, each girl will be 
helped with necessary funds to set up cer.Lrca 
similar to Karachi's Edhi Centres in different parts 
of the country. They will receive a minimum salary 
o£ Re.Z,000/- per month. Two motor vehicles will 
also be provided at each centre. 

The girls trained in the hostel wil 1 also be 
instructed to set up training centres for girls in 
all places where they would be establishing the 
initial Edhl-likc centres; for social service, ft is 













thus hoped that within 10 years a large social 
service force will caste into being. After completion 


of the plans drawn up For Pakistan 
are proposed to be established in 


, similar centres 
other deve 1 oping 


co j ntrio j5 


Construction work of the- Burner Zone centre 
is going on at top speed. As a temporary measure* 
oart of the vast area available Cor this centre is 
being usee: to house mentally deranged women. 


KORANGl CENTRE; Being constructed on an ;u-c;a 
of 5,000 gq yards, this centre has been beautifully 
designed. T6 rooms are under construction, while 
in the twelve rooms now almost complete marble 
lias beer: liberally nsec. Boys and girls who have 
run away from their parental homes and those who 
£. ufie r i ro::: mental illness a re be i n g accom mo d a. t ed 
in this Centre. At present there are 125 such 
children* of whom 45 are mental case;,. Children 
between 4 and 12 years of age are being give” 
proper education to make them useful citizens of 
the country. Besides the customary education, reli¬ 
gious education Is also being imparted to them. 

A doctor visits the centre daily for medical 
check-up of the children and prescribes necessary 
medicines for them. Philanthropists arc extending 
their co-operation in the construction o: the centre. 
Their names arc inscribed on mar bio slab;: fixed 
on the walls. These bear the names of the late 
Sycd Muhammad Fakhruddin, a former Registrar 
of Karachi* Hail Jalaiuddin, Haji Abdul Karim and, 
Haji Muhammad Iqbal Bhahha, Only in two rooms, 
the marble slabs fixed in the walls have no name 
but only the words 11 A woman, servant of Allah 1 ' 
and under this in the second line the words 
"BEREAVED SONS*. 


At this centre 10 motor vehicles are kept ready 
for any emergency. 
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NAZlMAhAII CENTRE: .Since Lhe EdhiK have not 
:;o far met with taccess in finding a suitable place 
■i this area where a Centre could be budth the 
Nazimabad Centre has been set up, temporarily 
l or the present. in a ground floor fist of M, Y, 
IPlaza, In view of the large population of Na bad 
:■ nd North Nazimabad, 35 ambulances have been 
M’ovidcd to this centre. It has a Blood Bank where 
..e names and addresses o; more than LOUO doner 
cumbers. are on record with their Blood Groups. 
These dor.or members a re called to the cent re t o 
give tlic-ir blood to meet any •emergency. As donors, 
they charge no price lor the blood given by them. 




If a philanthropist or the Government provide 
p suitable plot of land in the area, the Nazimabad 

eitlfe car. :m* turned into a larger ore with more 
■actions and a more s sac ions roc™ tor storing blood. 



SUPER HIGHWAY CENTRE: This Centre is located 
fat a distance of 42 kilometres ‘ro™ Karachi!, It is 
almost midway between Karachi and Hyderabad» the 
two main cities oi Sind. Situated along the Super 
Highway, :l occupies an area of 65 acres approxi¬ 
mately and has water and electricity facilities. At 
present, mental patients and heroin addicts are 
pet oriimodated in this Centre, while a large mental 
hospital is under construction. It will nave female 
wards on 30 acres End male wards on another 30 
acres, A veterinary hpspifcal will be built on an 




urea oi two acres. Dn another two acres a centre 


■tar medical and psychological treatment of drug 
addicts will he constructed. On the remaining one 
acre, a First Aid Centre will be built. Construction 
work is in progress. The total cowl of ail the 
buildings is estimated at 40 million rupees and the 
ject is expected to be completed in 5 years. 


will be the largest Mental Hospital in 


This 
Pakistan. 















CUSTOM CENTRE: For this Centre, 3 plot of [and 
adjacent to the Main Market has been alloten by 
Karachi Deveiop-'ent Authority {K.D.A.) lijkjccs 


Ed hi foundation will undertake the construction of 
this C’enLre. New- born abandoned children will be 
looked after here and will be given away to the 
families with rn children of their own and desirous 


of adopting them. This centre will be as beautiful 
arid attractive as children themselves are, Arrange¬ 
ments for setting up an, organiaatioc fur blood 
transfusion to children arc also underway at Clifton. 
Anaemic patients will benefit from it* 


LANDHI CENTRE; This Centre will also cover an 
area of 5,000 sc ► yards, ll will Louse 2000 disabled 
and sick children who will receive necessary educa¬ 
tion and training in various crafts. The Centre 
will start working next year. 

QASBA COLONY CENTRE; This colony is on 
vlanghopir Road and within it an Ed hi Centre is 
under construction on a plot measuring 5000 sq. 
yards. Children and adults who are nr have beer 
disabled will be accommodated here, with separate 
wards for male and female adults. The Centre will 
also have an Eye Hospital with all Lhe necessary 
modern equipment. 

It will accommodate 50 in-patients. The ground 
floor is almost complete and other floors arc expec¬ 
ted to be added in the near future. Patients who 

* 

cannot even walk and those who have to be fed 
with others 1 help will be given preference here. 
Since they are not and cannot be made useful 
members of society, all necessary help will be provi 
ded tr? them to live peacefully as long as Cod may 
like them to. 

E 

LAHORE CENTRE: A plot of Land in Saman&bad 
has been obtained for the Lahcj'e Centre, It is 
planned to set up thereon an Emergency Centre 
and an 11 ARM A GHAR 11 as they are in Karachi. 













Maybe, by the time this, bn ok b; published and is 
in your hands, work on the construction of this 
Centre will have started, in view o£ ihe road, and 
cither accidents oeeuring in Lahore, a large Anbu 
lance (Centre: is also being set up near the Ravi 
Toll Tax Post so that hirst-Aid may be given to 
victims of accidents on Sheikhupura Road and Guj- 
ranwala - Rawalpindi road, Ten small a mbulanm ■ 
centres are also being set up immediately, 

HYDERABAD CENTRE: A plot n i land has been 
obtained for sotting up ,i Centre in Hydcrabd also, 
which is hlii’ second largest city of Sim). Constru¬ 
ction work Is expected Lr> be taken up very soon. 
ITbis Centre will also be a large one with all the 
necessary arrange moot a as in other Centres of 
IKarachi, 

HL . 

ISLAMABAD CENTRE: This centre will cover an 
area of 5,000 sq. yds. Iti has been allotted by 
jCapital Development Authority (CDA). The centre 
twill start working nc>ct yean. 


O': 






















Before he founded Edhi Welfare; Centre r 
Maul an a Edhi had pnhiished a report Eibout his 
social b i-'rv:ice rii-tLvltics from 1949 U.i j 9T4 and his 
f-Li lure pi a ns. Thai report, reproduced here for 
inI'orin.ilioti of readers, shows that whatever he 
has: done so far in the way of service to humaniLy 
v,as in accordance with a well-considered prog¬ 
ramme: b 
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( ^lAULANA) A. SATTAR EDHI ( MEMON} 


PRESEK TS 


A SHORT REPORT OF 

HUMANITARIAN activities 
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF SERVI CE 

(1949 to 1074) 


Phone: 22 52 25 


A. &ATTAR EDHI 

MITHaDHAH - EQPIBAY ISJaIAR, 

KARACHI'! (Pakistani 
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FREE SERVICES ROUND THE CLOCK 



ff :■ fiti'feWiCIJ Irs- sfr.KPi i,nc ptfcr/ldct! round the clock ; 


(13 ■'■rrJ " ustv? C:l 1[ Cm re co i£<e -Ai-t ■;[ n ivv;;;^ I a : : hi:!-.:.ih I nfanEi ( 3 ) BurcisT 
Sis jjs f-r pi>c^i* .iiui ii i^]:ij :i"fj Aii . I bntft: t ( 4 ! Centre io r.ik-i lmm of [amly,, 
Mlilm, old, dAa.bkd iiui siefe ;pfcr&&n& (IOij beds) (3) Ce-rAis to pro 1 -ids amnaciiiiiir sdief 
(cjj Fret Drape n sun' 'rrrknj! rams ijbft clack (7] XTtav unij L||ftSftlferjf Centre *o 
r<> i“!ji so 7 >a[iijra?.£ oi j ,h. .:■ iv;I C.io?er \9'i Fix.; I'.Id-, elicit: -v- rl. j. ur:d the Jlm. 


ii] amril.^nci; c vii 


niricclm:; j: t pp. '*i i g service - Kara; 1 hi u* - til r.> III the ii!;cior. [£ ii:ia 

levelled morn 3 bait -\jil t 000 mll-ps up till jiuv*- 

i 

a] ABANDONED INFANTS 

f 

90 mssvitiLied ami a, bind pried hfetvM svsr-c rp.lrcn care of and iitfrwards given 
tq dnildlei!* fan^h^ far mj opuun after for! I in^e-EEigailen 

13} HLTUAL&P J'QQE fihscns 

Cpu 7 Sj ?4 lUsd hodki h*ua bean billed, Tftfii incEade bcdii-s lM" 

! ■ ii“i i.en iiaaii '.inmen al-K- i t; klmed bodies rn^ry cf ■■ hich wm L ist vnnu’d sMge ■ ■! :*rut.y 

[41 MGKTU HOME 


:*,p [::wi i pEilih- admitted in VcH nte-af CMiiubl* [impLii! *sre Qeh poor 
ii limD r i ij i tabled p-rriOTi? rcho *?ra a.baunJoij^t": by ih*T Tie-a" tind d^ra: ciw> arkJ lliey 
hird Hu pliLcS hi go sirftiT FCitfUSe from ll*e |{i'ispi;a1 For Nhi^ r£:mm i«s iMtig lifts hCM 
ilir.n^qd l ico "iHcltad «it M^iluj [Lir-e 41 A .tjn.3scc.i5 Lire given un bnib 

temporary £jkd p^frn^tiPtK bscstf, Ij at prsaeit l 51> ba-Ja. Hundwdi of piriaat ik* 

WaiJliceri by it intmih. They all. are provided wiui food, simple ciojVJn^ and 

ivIn isr icr nreJ b riics .• 11 1 simd- .rc^iip^ni 

FBET DISPF^SAHV ROUND the €LUCK 

! :> y l3ui :«« !500 palien.:; its riikinn, bcaefts i:-f ctsii me^t Zh doctors 

S&C cn\piuTrcE tan rotmtt she Clntrfe Tlici^ ape j!so- fj.:.!jy I.DTftt jHLI ill? 

d-LKE'H, l:>r wi 1 C:I j:k:il|i" r.=rd 11 rictf 11 iry 


(bj [ftj-t M V] SKNiTV HOME 

Evc!Ty mnivK 'ii> in TO dvSuttri-ei u c b?m^ poT^cmsd in thii ■kpi"C!TLCHT= H bit* 
nc -Jesteni I 1 b«ds. ltp provided .v4K 5i4rnnk Fti*d,ciia?s j:so, Lptt 1 cow a tiitn.l 

: : ^::OD nil-'. p cii || A* \1 twn burr 1 tkh \1iLlc-nic>' Ki>aie 



3MRAV I A nonATOMY 


I ve . 


p; UL.it niHiciefJ here |n is yri^iSacJ Tec X-Rn. 


iind 'abo [ ill ry g^rvlsc- 











(t) CF.NTftn FOR imOEPfll ERGENCV KELflF 

Fhis ['cud is to pro-Odc urgent Judp cm stkIl ciil!ajtropl"nei stbch ns fipe B il"rrn B 
r;.i.i h (to, mill a\uf la kelp Zns-t ctiUlrer,, and vic-unYi uf vj- Men calami! ns, 

T ifiy are |;m%i.'fol li*lp &n nmle-U feasts an.I wimpcs *niJe l-i ^viy* -he.r ns. 

(9) EQUIPMENTS TO® PflGlft PATIENTS 

Tlaeic .are many penax, lsclp!csa ? Infirm Jjs.sfrLai, pa.iknh: Lying in theix hum*. 
FijiaipInCiita to- FudkUitc llicir nuCimd necdta> hot-wilcr itebfLjji,, ; .tfrmehea, pali 

£haV3i wheel chair* rtf^ a^ippLEBHh" Ui them on i nu min nil dcpoi-ir. Very -w.it 1 p-srso^s 
v\z rittniptcd from iltida^ir r±qm:eiT.er.ts. TlnauEaLtd* o: persons huYr beirlUud 
from ihto wrokre, 

FRFE Td 3. CLINIC HOUND JHl CLCCfcu 

HwdfcCs of prrstms are au-mpn.? v* Mii clink wind r=iiB p™ “ar 

r.cdx. Th?y ar? jfTvstl fte* ui" T H Liih'eh i C m ■ mentis 

(11) E^E SPECTACLE AND BLOOD BANK 

1U0 persons Eulwc also taken beneiid of eye. ?p*cl«cle and l> uud b.iiik, 

k el Elf Acnmits ; 

A shell report is te.ne predated blftw ill I tboui the rsleif cmlce* rendered for 
fc3ve unhappy Lfrriilred friHJ p*rieieaH«eE refugees from Ens£ Mcls-tan wbci fc-egim to VTive 

Itcre aPter the interned je txaunlc slurped there <1 M irsli 19’. an:L the flood vdci^nii 

cnJ* Sind St. Pli nj?. Jj in We*l Pnkigta.il* 

REFUGEES fflOM CAST PAKISTAN 

A Ismp^rary ramp in Oninsi Tavm nces of Karachi >t&rkd For the 

unhiippp refugees aimm.; frant Esut PakaLLih nnd they wuro provided ^icr. Jugsjjes, food 
cnoMirg UltnOif oLotba, mrdifiirw «*C- This ieki< adjuil,- wa* carried oa foa eight 
racial ha npEll Oentaber 19T] in which follownaig items w;rc prcMided tea Ihe dettdnc^: 
(i | 27FI Julies [?ji IfUQ maurd rice and dJll <3) 3? Iff new imrf secondhand tUrnSlij 
1 i) ^-rSU new a itccsidhi:ltd :!^5- ^S> 3*^1 Wankess and i^afs 15) 12 Sewing machines, 

A Ere*" d^j^nsary was rfsfr ^“arEcd and jiiwLiiair*,Ji cf jubkay rcf^gc^l 
jiftiviirti with empbynatiLF 4 

HXPBNSR OF MORE TITAN G LAC HUPEES 

In uJdhk>"i di? above rel*tf ae‘ vjks ih& rr ug^-i va* provided Fri;* Jnle-fcs 
nnJ gSEier ecKii'Vepilnce fiotm th-c ^a-pora ami LI is &iJ“^rC Lu Or am hi Town mid an this 
afr^Je flrflvUj more than sit »a^ rupees v-cie spent- 

^CJN RlKAtTLlTATlOH FRONT' 

lie gi[ work again a&tfted fnr 111? tef|jg*fi3 tfoErt Em P.ik ■■ti '. e^mti 

JiCff frani Nc-vember l^i ti> Mlv !^7*H Ail pJsSib'c irlp wis ilj.rtci iW all reTu^ees 
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frcim Enn Pakistan living n Ofangl T.-3-nrfhl and Wittier arras of i ht tily- 

Vtijs reieif Wiirt jfs Gnntinqjjij;, Deni ft of th-a reHcLf provided upliJ ru'jw is av frOeWft' 

i 

■ 1! U fuggj«& (2) 7 bi QMUud riii and dal il) 335} new uter-ifta (41 1M]“ new and 
se^«z□s^haia-.l ul.ithiiig (5) -52 Singer Sewing Mm'bkeg {£} J7J3 Rpifsis* 

VUnsever lrjnJh::!& of i'til euLa given raedidfle Qt friyen idmlsalon in the 

HnppiLnlj general materniEy cis«s wert ala-0 tal lilted* frujij.] nrrvicr wus provided fur 
nr era.I desEiluiet, Fina^la] help Y.&2 fiivcp several person* in start smal business after 
jarQppr ^nd ffcu?M.I olbftf junvidesl mth s ttvii&x iJieCc RcLvaics Wfti 3 Li I i- 

:n r>n:i;rG ss. 

74 HOUR S£RVICE 

Arrangements were matte N* pi\* ,j: de fr¥£ry service round tin? dtfqk 

Y* r e con Eider (he suffers ng nf i£ fusee 3 is. our own suffering You kno w very wdl that irt 
IPT] ti u-iis wt irj rendering Shew mr vices simple-handedly. Now we mi-lMo-Bi nf ibank^ 

LO AlmijiAILnh t^Al it p*^nl grii^anUBC&t mi many argnnbatimiB nncS many 

uKl:.vidu*k arc duing jcod ^vork itc IhtLr o^vn waya Wr h n m only £tie prnyei day 
tighten Almighty Allah that Ht may mlvt diHimiltie-i of thdse unhapp} 1 p*rri>ne hec-auai? 
SallGtrClV L’slJL T- 

, KAROO£ KISithA MAI A 

TO HOG A TUMHARA BHAt A 

tJEVAST ATI Nd Ft GODS IN WEST PAKISTAN 

The ytar ot b974 will ha reJnemboli J4 C'.t y-3r nf da^Stallng IVirtd 1 1n West 
Pakistan. (ot many y-sif ^ Rdif acltvrtei w-c whirled immediately. RdinT campy wfirir 
natebhi^ied 4E Mi;ju tmd Paulatpuf in SkiJ and ev«« at Khiuipiir La Pisiijnti and releif 
sijippl w were discrib iLed m ;lie i1l>riI *vjciima ft shquM Sm rioted beta Am p-ersonud af 
Rallwjy, Polkc am] Ljcai Coinititr.L F 'C nii|nle Sitid pr^cworth.y ca-operolk-a io Htm 
a^tivjtkl. 

If SUCH SERVICE U AY HE STARTED WHOLE COUNTRY 

ir £ucli I uritinitiji^n actlv iiri ivhicii l nm doing unions yenriahc^ c^uld be 

siiirtod eve her a in the whole e-ttntrjr, then a-1 sgcll! poniieftl, rtl \puw-, ca;:ilEli.’t and 
“odjliic o^loiiniiDr. cotdd zc tsUmmtcd f p mrt nur ;:M.irarv p But alas every bo dy prcfflfr 
tir; d:ii: leader, n:id not n iocia! ■ J vnrVor 

AT THE TltfE OF OF (97r 

During inc +ar iays of l?7l, wc h:r/e prov : <S«J every p<j«ifcLe iecVit* ^itt' tFit 
spirit of iin num ilc miki, Our [htrr flmbuNinecsi were rusMiij’ [miMSttiaieLv ill bombed 
cui place* and were provMinp firrt aid to penanj and removing (Iifqi to Civil, 

Jinr.nh er,d nu'r <iwn Hasptlal. We u*are ni»n muMni Euutpreto burial jirrariftcmcMs 
fijr t!se J»jJ pjrsui, Ojridi tbit p:fii).i onlj in Itirnclii wt buried J42 inirtyrs. 



























ttSFUtiEES FROM UGANDA. 

I , 

Th-a Cavern in cut tf! 7 Uciiidi c.cpcj'icd liHil^ada of. dtirens, A M;rn origin M: ny 
■vniiicA bulged so FtiMmn. Sin** iuitiilicfc hn Ang BfiCiih -frtJtapo-rts wyflt If tSilLt 
■%v‘:i! l: rtiiui ning fnnJIiei (.-'ir-t to* f,in I rt were dfMiiule, -p-iv;r.g lort nEi 

4hr?r eAlr.j^fcs-- Th^cr v^zrz i>ight J 1 I'lmi 11 lk:S< who WCIS fit Ugandil 1 1 

3 TL T 4 md iJit-Sr littH T^Ski^is^fl Wtfre quin thL5F OrpnUiLiion helped nil 

ttieiii -fsityriliii with £$sfiv rood-st^fs E-fid cbths :im<S kidped ibrn tft fed a-omc service ur 
buT: ?ss A i p?ci; j: I'Li;y .ir ■ :? ksi 1!-F.i l: it'> i ^ rehab It52lit.:. 

HELP TO KD^liLESS 

tA nay perils arc coming to Kamchl ftorn in-“L«i? rrsi ircir.irnrnL or fo* ferries, 
Moiiv iuoI; psrKiftfi fcrp fclliLlCE^I^a .Living iMjyi here I-a gsjj AlfcP firfefiy fififcElIfci Tj.vJiji |M 
KflP-jChi become luunelesE Live to i : 3in nr rail cf buildings- TSu* Orj-jiibition provides fill 
■5M-sh hc-ir.r!-hti ;.ie:s<ir.5 am: fjrni'fes wprtte tWpntEifv i l->,J"ci;:-‘ -i n■ ii-:i f v "“ t.:: :i other 
necessities-, till -I - <J fih^r >-m ilJhle tii.aira.rid.ilisi:i.. 

ANNUAL i to 30 LAC eUJFEES 

^tiriy &igilt 1o lea Inc mpe« t,tlou^I- y lire ieciiirri.1 far lie idaovc-menri^r^d 
rcmcM ^h eb art presided (ite # f#eryh:>dy wi l cioua any distinct ion or coIc-iat, 

I J I nyirisH li ;i‘. ih- 1 i“i■ i■ £:r‘I kv :. 'l l-: p^png cn_. ll. i if■ = lV n. Coi^mu::it> -Uv I I 
rn iny yc-3r& is abicrving ihiit s.i 1 the u bo lured rietfvicss ii.rc b-sifLg pm form-rd jr. slir 

way of God aiini only la pb&sa rfim Itld thisf ftCfftiftl (will Kr.dnut in, In 

aoccmtiinct ta 11 ■. All tiievic Bcrvlcef arc performed inoei 

cyerybcKiy Jiitst aowlt lh* fiiCl chin tteld of huiflaiihofijii servace Las afco fana iidvcrsly 
iirtccKd d r i^ L.-^ i lie recent |i; : r--,p r iL 


CURING 2 ^ [.Ioutv 

I j • 11' i. ?; J- c:ir< n'.ar.y hetr uii ■ i„:l: -yi 1 ■;! I iiiir i, :h, n hits done “h 

imhippy, t^rcurtii adid p^or pcrwi* me Mming tci Mdruissjon tmcl meilidna ^ad Oliver 
help wlijoh li beime. provided ifillwui MV diittecUoii pf ca^e p ««cJ (?.r eolopr. TJwJ r 
Di-r. .-.re |j|! :.f eeirh p^r. aid henn-^ur^m;, KhiQovei, :na^y de=id buJfe of ponr i;i:«.l 
ynclL iTicd per suns :. n H iMuT u. which Induces ^prnl Delias ir» udvancpd rdn^e sjf 
deety,, i‘U jf! i-vi" iLpk:5.a! huertiL 

LIVING G/t AVi:yATUJ 


•I 'he dftir!-’ newsp-ipers btcmit ifi v co ivrit’C ind publish tli.e ^nrlurcs ir;d 

z.1 "ociLic^ heaped ■fh p^^r persoaF, pfrictits nnd oEbcf kelpleii ni™n acd serpen ‘lien 

i uny In "l"s ^.ill uenih e :in-l h i rcut Hienvid wilJ hs rre ded in Lbc ^oticivv ff unybdcy 

n?l in- 'this sid way ^‘Fih to ap? an:E study lIles-s tLv;nj dead ¥n-j tJirk 

dRrk: tvwrl; . Chum ht ititiy \l^iE our pjace MlJ tita; bX nil thii "While si'ib^ Inside mf-- 
Ttrrc is only qiieiLi^n lra^bling ra^: Ikcm where raa;, 1 T coL[fl-:1 ao o.n_l: iinojiii 

stcLiicd far lh?ir lrca.iaient nsi<1 h- iirur.de f- L r Ehe = r r.Gtd 7 








Wher-c AFC tbllie pMlAttlfeltfipssN who J'TSV lidp ihlV jell" «■ It*|-£-Siii \£ bC*J_:df * 
Tn if?ijjc iap:pc:!i= far help every ftfri# atfd Elieti i 1 ^ nlSti JfcOOiirii frill ,1 i.:: de^ikii^ tWI 

WHEN IV ILL THE FIRE RECOME COO I , 

*. 

VVMji I i r* be* Oms ukk-pI vliie' > 1'"li«rii:i' jm! kv> tiring [ :^:* ,l ii! i^p’s* v 
pirtr-ns ? WiF! -omtfrsdy say 'a hen iVir e-cGcamu; pes't'er: »a ninn.vc 11 A 11 O v-.li-. 1 
tlicy ■Ail! ]>? able ■■> Five tVilb sslr r.-pc-cc'' 

IN I HE NAME OP ALLAH 

I have onh ">□: h: m eiiv; 1 i;ji j ;o * e rv e r '■' ' i- v: :■ ■ N:, L :■- or 
: I .’-lughta choy may have, According t& some SL^piLiir jWfHilM and \& wtl'fl buletift 
in critid&m Set 16c si-kc of critic is^ T ifit i t{m|jj htcJmn-sh, adBltemus, irfurL tteit 
an-.i fu of-sach am! evcjy rtis and :rr- 1 ;-*; 

All - knowing* All p^ivverfii] Alta-h kno^r, **hal retlk I am, uni* ifra huml 1 -. -nnn- 
iin Uiriaii iiTviccs fnr iY\z Jiun.;;rfi1y performed with ipint -md ijm-qjiEoil and' aUt> uj 11h ni^joir 
euvUuny. AgaissL lli:a I mv to- III iJtsSe bo gcilied M lmiiapdai^ ri and ciiFks aad >d->m i:f 
^ iJitnCzropiats rn Flic nitric of AI lull j . lur ::et oils- or \'&o hyx of Trse disip 

4?H3 h oEpiI 1 1:i :u£ s^qjirrd id jsdi vi^ Lie ynllmijg liumanilv T&cv fflav csiabJisii only on* or 
free iLvrc-|&#fi|v nnd A h^i^llul an! an;n': bul.-m.-L ^cfvke hts a goialt a^aft, Onlyil.;n tl-i^jj v. ill 
realise how all &&£ ifetolMfc ara beitift tri ns mu fried- And hov^- 1 I ii prnvi[:ng alt time 

"crviwa in nsidjt of atmosphere full of IfFtipon^ tuity and ftui^SKl^n:, 

Under sacb clfeuMstEintei If vr*t\ n tep. perrcflii work uf ^Tiylxjdy nuty be done liters 
be is Fcaljy kcky. 

account r.s orjtN 

All accounts nnd Dliiecs fitord of afewfcc* are berng |ajp^ &peit jil^i^t f.i- 
If Esryfcody m iee c3:enn, hu i- :iy ■clefts 10 Out office* He m?,_v 3 l:o 

?n(j life flcconfiti at SJ» licme. Is iniu rmteJ lhai msy .yvnr tho qccuiimEs slpc twdMfrl 

d.r^ugL a {pieced aiiflitfrr and liien lbt:v lijc prirtrd- If ar«v ^ci^oit who hav?! nn desire 

to c^jrlbuitt and nnly for thk aim in2jy s:iy Piiiiny things tbsis he jn&y du ^o,, n»d L do 

JLQt tnrt nH£>ut siieli perspai or rl ^ir 

FUND WANTED ONLY Itf THf WAV Oi- ALLAH 

Br n-5> te rsfReru^ercd i wy ’ i) s ncl wa-ni 53 coyest fan:! by sycophsiFivy^ 
t: liC4i: 1 , dewi; Ci pretensj^tl 


I du ei-ot^nnl ony Fmncl fmm uusplicFciLS p-ep^aii^, ftHSSfflWnJ 1^$ : , " , i^ 

P EM:rr,pe::ii; fc > Ui-ir c?h«5^1i:ca, 


t 5 W 1 % ma In tilt tway of Itf&fflk la ^'□rS< ualy fef |F-. i;c 













E .ViI ¥Vi IV AWARE 


M inv pig :-oii ■ i.Lic v .Aik s-■ ih ■ * ;il lx n- i];s nader ?c;ver or 1 ny ^uirjjn-^irirqi 
ftrfmlicz ;■ ii- 1 If Ihey'Trel I,.;n t I u n G;4ng "o he nr ohdLK^e In tliotif their lh:y 

i-y ro =]mkr znrl'n and iky 10 de-j.ms z-.l i nialirq n*r. I nrft ftijly pvv 4 ?c jfjf then 1 .- F-onreiJwic 

I i^y ere. o"«x ilireutening ne to lurder me -r ^ctltmJvc- mr m ¥xj* *hkJ u-p spu? 
lie ^aiS..Li.c. Tilde arc uicir n'-J vvays„ Muy A L ; He grtth* p-c> rh'in vr’-* *rs 1. 11 T"i;: in 

■.! i! f C' .« j !ia i cj i y, H ii i. in i L-e s i ii «i ud it it it* is such a fie I i i n «» Lika a nr mill be r£ id y 

lu £U« s% ttfj- sirriftee, If ev<si my den 111 iruny □ociir an this psrtti, then whaS otkar 
dru*h wlvjIJ be ’steer Ll:un ILrs 7. Let rlc-SE ^rebi-Le: men c r: , lIiei :;=■! ca ! =r::i ire 

d 

I am suns □ I'zone ;bi3jz that AI; -h ill «c mr do e-.erj & o^k: which Tfa wails la h£ 

d.mc t'imj*h im*eit T wt r-.dy in? prayc ■ i;n my Iif*. .I=i> &;i ? i f it “f , AknirpEV 

AlfciK let rny €$££) ft: id 5wry cnOmcni pji&E in hiijframtLiriiftii vv^rt, and kl me: wo-rsy 
ih. u| cr v Tliji;v wi iivS- Lind Do; ;.h <u ii ine aejiuKi, 

im hospitals can nr. established 

M-islisr lw* very li J l r e ir-lere*! in chirk " blr *£Lvilifcs, r»d ers r. w.lrr jrme 
1 ■■* : n: ts-it hitvQ s 1 » nr * m "h ^dfI;^ ihsn Dthtr person* S mi sing duct's and ettating 
Shflipitaits might have nlfeBily demof ith^d. ilsem. 6D million yiesri-oet^ bp< ft ailing flv# 
fm. ici Fiipe;ss ye;: ynar □ "suavsgant ciepeni^ :-ii cl ac'.-u^ics. Tf i\:h f?xt iTinj lie r^s-h^ri 

^■d r!r'a El Lice Wrn naav be u' td sr. Ji^lil: > i>' tkee 2i| »* Ire" ItDVpJmls a;n tiisik br 

c-iEitkLilitd snd no |.”i:iMii ir.a.y 1 1gc ;' s --r of irwlmsrt. Hi I n^bodv want& 

in d i biiyihinf *r^. cwytudy v;anLs cr:!^ piMr.c dul error-; of mbir pcrsc-pfi If ni-li 

fixlreii.£ pL-Ritl.iftCnK like dsiii'i r: Iliii itii y icufd be pjc-vickd for the crimes ol" 

- 3 .irji vr-ETinpy moJ an.^rcua liuTririKQu ra«i bilLans c-f iupc«5 snay He wikb 

cra?> b« eiis^J wve rr Hliai:5 s-f jnnocieinii Jjves and jo pievidc To: ihr-ir cdLsc-itL*^ 1 

! :eii Lr,.ik rn. ii cd Id ^ imina 1=: p-:>v rl ■ f rr>.ai il: c cr< ll-i i ry. 


PATITMft ffiMLMl FftOM t>Tm R UUSViTiMS 


^ J ir-y w m ;> m pabenli Irani s^mo I ar^c 
c^jmry nhlldnen nra djirj iike iiihteis du^ hi 
EX cr d scascr. ai? --in; fa>: rminuM 


he.'"ipfiCaijU are 

I 'n'.v r ty, M j^y 
from I \:u^~t ^ 


_ l; l ,1 l t _TI “ - In Dll 

poor "b Lie die* o~ T F^ s 
■ -h m I’v I :i4y :: ? 


£i\CT] T, U. I^tddhc for Line zn3nLh. ^jekeut any delay or Icr;- pr:v s.liL-e im ■ c, 
i‘-L ki fcvi3= bick dher in? mcntli 


1 say cu i|-i- i^^ernE'.r: t lo cul ^ 4^1 by 7^':,, eacii of tbs coul lr^ 

;=r,il Uv ht:?£a5-s Lenllh faciliL.c^p SMnd ben! 1 hy pet^pie wil: zahirally ha able fa defend. 
Shf -stjunry ir. 11 jnut^L tctU r v a:^. 


THIS |F> KOI TBUE 

Mrny pf soni hetcKs ilia! t 
T ,i J a ib 3 "jl I am da>lng &! 

a'huLEi-si di:J iv iiii urn^E-c fituJitun’v 

in-d Wit31C of monny. JT ^ykniy 
i;n:ii j ^tu’ s;j betide m? and see far hlmtelf'. 


am getliFlB fusidi «r Bljny sollftena nf rnpeea. 
Eh^sc hun a iHy!!^--; arllUtiei ti> i!k- tryi of ny 

umi 3-iri p!i: i\V j^nd bj td.-cncd wv_h in ij dM:j|ttss 
prc.-c.cf about Kbit, ll^ri be is |n<le| ra 
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£*>*■ * .j I, figs |l::.ir> ntv j'ut heft-J cliac 1 Jia^c am&=5#i| oi:I||ejls cf zj\mm by iheTfc 
fim 1 l hive itveraI In': i"i" huriulaLVfc. I>ey 1.-5 ^[r 1 ”u?'iT^p; ni lifi-y ^itb, l 1-- **lr l:mi.:ig 
th«lr by olkenhofLaL K ohLLlkngc Ui.rs all io Flresr nJkgniSDriPp enJ 

if Wtjt fire riot ready (& a^-e:^ chi* -chialSsnc? chon uJtv il.:y i-rc wishing t:: destroy v-l'tit- 

■ n . 

su-cvcr lLrnsinfU'.f'an icrlv ties T:* rj; wreneged for (ho nshsii of Lhe po.jr ^irsoi&T Why 
h.i' 1 'fi file) become prej of jealousy ? ti iv J jr- e*;! a pl^Esirre if ih.eise jsrs-i-LS may 
l iup in ih? ^a;.3 lieh: h rn| L-oiTr-rrs waft r.-a by stan e.s ■ lie *ijul <i. worfes w\i\+h 

J J*?ii dcjr.g nt pre^ntj I line - ^ir.p bcrifit may r^z\ x& live sjlTsrilaununity. 

I AM NOT A BEGGAR 

- Iiavs "TlOUE7 s^LiTCE^ to l ikz care nf mv 'i :f 7 .b r person J needs. I am not w 

ptiI.y far the Jikc of .iuB^NTig jiurr.nniE^ IT anybody wan?> h: antre* lluui If Ert 

corf'nMH tliI:■j!11ra tn-:f trsa at rayy he r ' rmv- ai him,. Field of jcrt-ics it s.id 

E^i!i: Ud:rj may n^t be glvffq fo every hods'- Mury jicw; ns colder ns flavins frac l”c-od. 

Whrn duly Gut Jja* U an*w«t KunJreds -rt ^esscipi ilirn ft k tt&taral ttiat mead may 

become 5-jmc tjoi*,, Tn sp.te of rhi I nlwiva |i >[3 eon-MWlpja yiiialiin, ijjc io I'lis 
■ , J * 

J j^l oiany ppporpjnii|f? p. nripmra my wotW. 1 even tbar if any person f mdy Ed 

prcjviijc |or n I lhc =:ipcjjs.es; ■: r -he ihsn I -im :ea Jy to si r . b*;k!c &ucb ntijjon 

*iiJ [□ WrYfl ii; a pffojj May A FI Ah hive rne fri^m prM^ 

1 Also i:r.^ ,“, I: sr many pi:^ r i urr- prltinc rrrvip?cs frtxn me by %*:iri< pr-rr-rn^i- 
■i' iind ftirinCpKitn-latb^s., j-i. r-c* g vii:g 3arg^ r, ird@ & oi-iur or?nD3sn!-onSi ^Vhnr "iiw 
mn-f tc ulvc'! u> ihls 7 

WMV POORS ARE mi GETTINti RICJTT5 7 

E'vB-ryMdjF E a ”- a 1 ‘ii* nbmit povexiv, t-.t ylne^y j» cf jl- p:.Lii, ble-s 

S3:l! a^lTicL.tii:?- Neatly tveryboJy is NublG-U 1 n* r t u :tich l;ic ^h^li of pcvrrty nL ^ng 

limB or i-cner. We ofr wdl siwirc of II s ra^: g fe-ul Inspi^s of ihn :t; is no? ^r-k r^l^ri.L:;!? 

► -> 

wn y iL ’ e r,L ^ 1 ' living ctojimati-uIly \-hi"z ’a? aj-r J.IT jsii; iird ■EiDKpi'in^ riU m 
rss'.K cf todi fwae-ul Ar« lfeu» ou mnn-uxs c» f rslijdOi jhl| Jiurdiin.it> ■) Aie [Ihtse not 

ifrcdt c-f f<Mffe®v pdi^:pa.l 5 ? 

Sl^AIE ORGANISATIONS. 

T d-;i nnj ^.aul ip Mpvc eti nre or Ti^ plnce^. kmt id “iec,s at ffloct nt pcsiibLc 
an 'l P laeu “ 1,15 rjn* p?:rr:t ns md ji -ML^i u.iKrt. MercoV« I ‘»*ut !o 

j.vrne istf«t1v huridrcils P-J«r viJR^jug pereoat kwjjinj ghclr fcon&uf ai;«J solf-PKpcd 
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JSIid r \ hhftUC ii:i> ir’-.CilEi sr-.s. rn onr rt j.I :l qii :r e-muj^i sh j * inu from :■ -i f ■ ivlc-i. 
A'ir f vi'iini 13 llii i el 1 5 . in, 1 ,;| n^. A. 5 E Ml 1 .5 ra work ill - 


* £i <^ I* 1 1S*WW Wfl ^.asplraciti t m e* srt*r ti<m. lhz iiillglilliu «r iminta-h, 


hiLirpulhr-r. n rltLltnrt nnd quarrels o 1 er DCZG'jms I urn cock jelled itr fstnfcli&ji Hire* n- 
fai.r orniT nr 1 = n kcrpjflj^lir r iir.n~.inca :sep;i:u!c rhJ by iisuitg sepera.ce appMh, I 
nm Ir.irr: 1,1 fwrds 1 - ■ cord ri jc my t*n r i^Lu, ! imi i^nincmr ;i- |rM:*r;.i: , hive Elr desire 
~r rrny rinir or The na-^ c:( A i\U \ - r r?.. 


Man.v rh.lanihropists. ant cknriiabis ptne-f-s are giriij I ijpiinds- pf rirwt* wdtcuU 
l ik bay ie:eipL r 'r ] hnvc 1 kciHesitl^ of ficfijSs of such canlrihuiitiijk -- itj rny- vijgqih]. \ 
fciwl ILO JSfifd Lu fnrm my.j:: iniiii.ni Lu jjgl lllCSti rcgi&lcs dJ , in mke "tsrDiissid a cr rollon 
firnd i i - :c ka-ep- aiiiSdniL I Mvt io uii^ rm 1 ijje azcouuc is'; ort ly ALi-ih, J us only is 

Ere myseLf 1 nm keeping jiGCftiuiLE and getting rcgiilraltncH *af uig flud 

tor cnlttciiq-n of funifc t il*M£ ""I 1 - io £*I 1 *?G fkfldi rn clie rams of AHali e.-irt 
in E,prnij In ike of AJkiu ff anybody will ifj lo Invoice m* fi amy kind of l^ij 


SFflb the it, ! :',:ii Alain I aT tw rt.Jy :n 


collect ^luit-io-cvw Ibjids Wfti&Btii rncc-ipti 



p<jve my unliapjy brttSwrn oti ?oni^-bsr mulier icfiic. J, A, L; nri;ir El n, ny^tir ii n-n 


< I I/. - , 


lJiJ-:r Ebe-^e drclifliitinceg 

^KAE KC 51 F%A 1 M-EALS TLJMIKRA EillALA 

I 1 G U^K ^ 1-1 Cl MNAl.A N .4 DF 1 SK^ ILMI & 11 A.LA ^ 


A SATTAR CDHI. 

V' As.ioJfltkin 

'YJ ) Ihmrim iti m\ Pm: I rer t rrj: . 

link Ion >TiiJk-L M idnndlinr. N a hit Id i 
PbObl!'! 22 '!? 


; VVf IwIHri* in lavuJnsi piddle uppcFil Inr uor:(rl 1 m(ioni J W# do ttni lidcive 
appimEcbh^ Mhlrt mh fur fintd M Jiiybuilv lim slFgbttaG dc-itil rcgiirding our nr 

i-ccoTiniii \htrj h# \uj.\ sc-s p^rsomill? r?r mU to JiIh Lnpue ro ^ei und aea €iu*fci anil 

rvprv iSrlailT. 

u 

Oil* liui.jT i t*? hoitJ, 1 nm tld^ Ka an^l, merelv n tum; n l>c./i|i Ejihxe 
r-e d vr-: ^ ms Will! o'»n !' - H srf i r.dmil ilicin, :i i dsi drur £c vui: ranlij&Hi 

i PI i foLght ijalrv^ at any dii!i-:Llik. ? -i.J i:^ i.nn ihn I -,vHI t^al^Tiue w lIo ihc psiini^. 

Till k! :i Ghoul'ii be ncncl iha° ii la tv -l cn-j dV> si fis ^t?ad Jibe and if 

iin^lm ■■ mriY dfr 4«nl£ gnad for nr!i=rs. a^d be rtnViina free ijF h=ij rlil; uky ihrji 

IL rr, i::i ht p.:n:i|c.| :j a:|riele. 
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FUTURE PROGRAMME 


£j persons who have no place to go on this wide earth 


|*3 

if A large piacs would he purchased for 



purpose. Naturally this huge project require 


m hearledly for this humanitarian porject. 
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We have decided to establish an OLD 
PERSONS HOME in the rear future Insha-Allah, 
tD provide succour and shelter to such poor old, 
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infirm, disabled, abandoned, sich and imbecile y 
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large sums of money and we hope thai our y 
philanthropic persons waidd contribute whole 
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THE MEMO 14 COMMUNITY 


M a u 1 a r. a A b u 5 Sattar E d h 1 be Ion & Co t h e Me iso r, 
community. This cociirconity has produced history- 
ma'-cine iewe'Js of personalities in almost every held 
---social and public service, education, religion, 
trade and industry, journalism and politics, Mauler a 
Abrius Sat La r Edhi, who lias earned himself world¬ 
wide respect by devoting himself to humanitarian 
service is also one such jewel* This chapter, which 
will enlighten my readers dr-, the acnicvements 0 : 
other illustrious members of the Meaion community, 
will be interesting reading. 


*****-+*****+**'# + * 

About five hundred years back, sever, hundred 
families oi the Lohana community settled in Sind 
and embraced Islam at the hand of Bagrat Pir Sved 

J 

Yousufuddin Qadri, a direct descendant of the sub 
-continent's great suii saint. Ilazrnt Ghous-ul-Azam 
Shaikh Mohyuddin Abdul Qadir Jiiarri (Rehmat Allah 
Alaih-i-}, These converts were given the surname 
n Morain p which in the course of tine degenerated 
to 1 [demon 1 . And that is the surname which this 
community still has. 


At the time they embraced Islam, the ancestral 
homes of the Me man 3 were situated around Thr.tta, 
Halia and some neighbouring areas, The demons 
later migrated from Siad to t.he Kutch, Kathiawar 
and Gujrat areas* While those that stayed behind 
came tu be known as'Sindhi Mcmons. the settlers 

i 

of Kutch arc even today called Kutchi Mercions, 
those oi Kathiawar are known as Halai Me mo ns. 
and the Gujrat settlers arc distinguished as the 
Tharadi Memons. 

V. 

Basically, the Memoas were traders and agri¬ 
culturists. However, members of the Sind hi Memon 
community also took up the weaving and the teaching 
professions besides trade .and agriculture. 
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The nineteenth century saw the Memoirs spread 
to every nook and cranny of the sub-continent. 
At the beginning of the twentieth century Mcmor.s 
could be- found in such far-flung areas as the 
Malabar coast, Madras, Berar, and Bengal in the 

sub-continent,. And even beyond that-in Sri Lanka 

(then known as Ce v';on) , Burma,. Malaysia (then. 


Malaya), Indonesia, and even 
everywhere aa tracers and time s 
as traders, industrialists and, 


A f'ica . Th t v tvent 

■F 

cw them established 
in general, a very 


rich cu:::.cj unity T 


The winning qualities of this God-fearing com¬ 
munity were truth and honesty. They proved them¬ 
selves by word and deed which inspired confidence. 

Their word came to oe> a guarantee for deals worth 
:s: I". lions, A nd it is so even lodav , 


_ ,ie Memoti community's basic qualities of being 
ethical and God-fearing made it trustworthy* 
Wherever they went for business, they first built 

there the House of God-the Masjid, IE a mosque 

was already there, they would cater to its needs 
first. 


The Me mo ns have constructed a very large 
number uf mosques in the Indo-Fakistan s.ub-eonti- 

A 

nent as well as the other countries they settled 
in. ParticularLv notable among them arc the Zakaria 
Masjid of Calcutta, the Minara Masjid of Bombay, 
the Memon Masjid of Karachi, the Bak-ul-Mukarram 
Masjid of Dhaka (Bangladesh), the Masjid in Kobe 
(Japan), and the Jama Masjid of Durban (South 
Africa), 


In the present times as ever before, the Memon 
community has undertaken lots ol humanitarian pro¬ 
jects. They range in nature from the educational 
and medical to Lhe social, cultural, welfare, and 
religious institutions, Caste or creed arc no bar 
for the beneficiaries. These projects, establish 
not only in the sub-continent but in foreign lands, 
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too, are a living testimony to the patriotism, religi¬ 
ous fervour and, aoavc ali, God-fearing humanita¬ 
rian! sna of the Mcmon community . Li would be per¬ 


fectly justifiable to say that in the world of today 
this is one community which has emphatically dis¬ 
played and proved its adherence to the laudable 
ob'cctives of maintaining the strength of character, 
subscribing to the principle of social justice, and 
serving humanity at large* 


This comparatively small cor-munity has a back¬ 
ground ot un forget table achievements. While, on 
the one side, the Memo ns have been ac know led ged 
as one of the leading communities in the field of 
trade and industry, they have also distinguished 
themselves ir. the spheres of politics, religion, so¬ 
cial service, and literature. 


The Me mo ns have contributed heavily to the 
enrichment and propagation of literature in the 
Urdu, Arabic, English, Gujrati and Sindhi langu¬ 
ages. 

Maul an a Mohammad Junagadhi was the first, to 
render Talseer Ihn-tt-Kaseer and Khutbaat-c- 
Mohammadi in Urdu. Maulana Yaqoob Hasan, a Mexon 
journalist who was in. the vanguard of the indepen¬ 
dence movement, wrote Kitab - ul“Huda, a tafsccr 
oe the Holy Qur'an in Urdu. 

Besides religious literature, the list of Memon 
contributors to other branches of Urdu Literature, 
like the short story, the novel, poetry and journal¬ 
ism also includes the names of such illustrious Women 
as Sultana Mehr of Karachi and Mumtaz Xikhat esi 
Bombay, Mu nit a a Erum Hussain has written "Aaa.?- 
e-Ta’leem" , a book for the students of the B.A. 
and M. A. classes according to the current syllabus 
of the Karachi University, 


Professor Abdul Astia Memon, a scholar of Ara¬ 
bic who is welt known throughout the Arab world 
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os '■ A1 Memoni" , lias authored research works in 
Arabic which have bcc-one pan oi the prescribed 
curricula in the Arab countries*. The Government 
of Pakistan awarded, in 1965 the medal oi Prido 
of Performance to Professor Abdul Az;z ( 11 A. Me 
moni rr ) Women ir, recognition of his services to the 
Arabic language- 

In the Guirati language, Yuitsui Abdul Ghani 
Mar via played a distinctive role as a journalist in 
awakening the Muslim masses of Kathiawar and du¬ 
ring the Pakistan Movement, At that time he was 
oublishine the weekly 'Mujahid H from Junagadh city 
(Kathiawar). Kij. wri:tings tor the Pakistan Moveme¬ 
nt made a tremendous impact on the Muslims of 
Kathiawar, When India annexed Junagadh, he was 
s c ntensed L i j three years of 1 m p risonn i ent. 

Another Mem of i journalist and novelist, Moor 
Mohammad Jamal Ndor has written about 2G Gujrati 
novels based on the Muslim social themes, He also 
served tor a number of years us Editor of DiUtl 
(Gujrut.) and the daily '’Watan'' (Gujrati) of Kara¬ 
chi. Yousuf Mahammadi was Editor nf Dawn (Gujra¬ 
ti 1 , In 19b5 he became the General Manager of the 
Urdu daily '‘Anjam 11 and from 196® iQ-date he has 
been working as the Business Manager of the Eng¬ 
lish daily "Business Recorder*. 

The roster o£ Momon journalists and men of 
letters includes, besides, such names as Mohammad 
Usman bhabnam, Umer Abdur Rahrron , Ali Mohammad 
Piranij Mohammad Siddic Polant, ILyas Gadit, Kam - 
lani, Habib Lakhani, Noor Mohammad G oil bar., Adam 
Koor and Ijiu Dhorajwi. 

On the side of Slndhi literature, some of the 
shining examples of Mem on contributton are, ror 
instance, Mohammad usm&n Diplai, an author and 
journalist who wrote more than a hundred anu fifty 
books on subjects ranging from religion, history, 
and politics to psychology, linguistics, ethics, phy- 




















and a number of other diverge topics. The 
Sindhi daily "Ibrat*. founded by Piplai. is even 
todav a largely circulated daily newspaper of Si fid. 
S, Haq Ucmas. who h,s beer the Editor of 
l.he Sind hi daily, the ilai-e-Pakistan 11 . tor a num¬ 
ber of years, also has to his credit more than 

half a do/cr Studhi books cp: a very high standard. 
The name of fa rim Bakhsh K ha lid aUo needs no 
introduction, He has edited the Sir.dhi monthly 
l 'Paigham' t and the Urdu magazine "Izhar 11 . Besides, 
he lias also authored a number of Sinuhi books on 
researched, and scholarly subjects. Another Illus¬ 
trious son of this community, Dr, Abdul Majecd 
Mem or. was awarded T amg ha -e- I m tia z CT,,.l m 19 BZ 
bv the Government of Pakistan in rc-cogo.ition ol 
h-a aak vices to the Sirdhi language. 
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In the political field, too, the idernon community 
hag been second to none. Right from the Indepen¬ 
dence and KhiUiat Movements, and all through the 
political awakening of the sub-continent's Muslims 
culminating in the Pakistan Movement, the intensity 
sf feeling, "and sincerity of purpose displayed by 
ihe Mcmon community is writ large in the history 
of the sub-continent. Indeed, some of the gestures 
of sincerity Of members of this community had be¬ 
come legend in their own lifetime. 

gg liiG President ot the All-india Gentral Khila 
fat Committee* Mian Jan Mohammad Chhotani render¬ 
ed priceless services selflessly. A number of Mem on 
stalwarts including leaders like Umer Subaru and 
Yaqub Hasan’were in the forefront of the indepen¬ 
dence Movement. 


Again, the Mamon community’s contribution to 
factors Sending to the establishment of Pakistan is 
verv significant. During the Pakistan Movement, 
Quaid-c-Aaam's lieutenants included such celebrities 
as Sir Abdullah Haroon, Haji Abdus Sattar Seth, 
Sir Adamjee. Haji Omer Matcleswala and Usman 
Esabhai Mcmon, Under the guidance of these tea- 




















ders. the Moth in coihmuniLy took a leading p.njt m 
the Pakistan Movement, it was this factor thkl 
prompted the Quaid-c-Aaam to declare, In 1938, 
in Calcutta t.ha l thVI e m ors ^rru a fr o n t - r a n k in \ 
communiiy of courageous and imaginative trader-, 
who know the difference between profit and less. 
That there was? ur> awakening, it: trat corcrur iLy 
ur.d ;l had interestedly started to participate in 
politics. He said it was a happy anbury that that 
commu city had declared its support for the Muslim 
League. Because si that, he added, he was confi¬ 
dent that' the programme he hud adopted for Musiii 
would benefit them. 


After the establishment of Pakistan, the Memo:i 
community continued tc servo this new Musjiri coun¬ 
try. Yusiix Maroon served as the Chief Minister of 
Sind. His younger brother, Mahmoud Maroon ban 
served first as Minshor for Food and later as the 
Minister for interior in the Central Cabinet, 


ZaltarUi Kamdar has held a portfolio at the 
Centre as the Minister for Haj Affairs, Ghulasn 
- •abi Memon was West Pakistan's Minister for Law. 
And A-shir a f Tabari has been Sind's Minister for 
Finance. Ever, at the present time, Ashraf W, 
Tabard is serving the province of Sind as its Gover¬ 
nor, Z.ai n Nooranl has for quite some time been 
serving Shis country as Us Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs. Haji Hanii Tayyeb, who was previo¬ 
usly the. Minister for Labour and Overseas Pakis¬ 
tanis, is currently serving as the Fedora! Minister 
for Works and Housing, And Z a Be a aria Kamdar is 
presently serving hs Prime Minister Mohammad Khan 
Junejo’s Advisor for Haj Affairs. 


Even in Bharat, a Methori, Babu Bhai Supari- 
wala is the Minister for Supply in the state of 
Guirat, 


T 

The Mqmon community has also contributed 
iis mite to the cause of spreading education among 
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tne Muslim masse* cd the sub—continent. About a 
hundred years back, Hassanaly EfFendi \ie:non fbun 
t. -he Si r.d .V] o dr es t. a 1 l ~tul—Islam "Di‘ Uie r - ^ rireK-'. 
purpose cif educating th.-; Muslim youth. And it 
v;as this institution that ha,* the signal honour oi 
imparting his u a r I y education In the Q u a id. -c - A 2 a m, 


W r. c- n 


the Muslim University of Aligarh \va* 
i-iiirdod, Muslims from all over U.P., Punjab and 
some other provinces of India contributed generous¬ 
ly to generate the much-needed fuuds to run -t. 
The Melons ol Bombay, Gujjrat, Kathiawar and Bur¬ 
ro- were not to lag behind in this worthy cause, 
Ttuiy f l nded it to the tune of several lacs 

rupees. ■ 


The Memoji community has been behind the 
establishment of numerous primary and secondary 
v hoola T colleges, hospitals and orphanages. As 
E3i*ly as 1930j Sir VtiSdf E'iitaohshoc, the sub-conti— 
tint's first marine college— the "Nautical and 
Technical Institute" - at Nha va I&land, naar Bom¬ 
bay. Then, l n 1930 the I a mail Yousuf College was 
founded in Andheri, a suburb of Bombay. Even- 
before^that, in 1920, the lUji Sabu Siddiq Technical 
Boy j Bchord Vva r established in Bombay proper. 

, After the establishment of Pakistan, the Adam 
jee family funded the establishment of the Adamjee 
Science^ College. A few years later, a Rs. 50 lakhs 
grant fioiri tiio Da wood family resulted in the cstab - 
JiShment oi D&..wood College til Enpinciorjrtiijp and 
TechnologyThe foundation stones of both these 
institutions oT learning were laid at the hands of 
the late Field Marshal Mohammad Ayub Khan. The 
year 1963 saw the establishment of Abdullah Harooa 
College with funds donated by the Abdullah 1-Jar 0011 
Association. In 1965 the Aypsha Bawani Trust estab¬ 
lished a college called the A yes ha Bawani Academy. 
Hu ring the same year, the Pakistan Memon Women's 
Educational Society went for the establishment of 
the Raunaq-e-lslam Girls College. In 1976, the Hus- 
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Sriiri R bra him Foundation's grant of Rs, 51) lakhs 
made possible the establishment of the Hus"iin 
Ebrahijn Jamal Post-Graduate Institute of Chemistry 
at the Karachi IJnlversitv. 


be Lore the educational institutions were natio¬ 
nalized, in '.972, 91 schools were running under 

-he administration of the Memor. com mu hit v * After 

f 

the denationalization of schools* in 1984, the Merron 
cornon unity is administering 78 schools and thus 
serving the cause of education. 


The medical institutions and health facilities 
tha; stand Lo the credit cf the Mem on community 
include, among others: 

I). Fatima Damp liosoital v Bombay); Noor Hosoital 
(Bombay); jj. Haji Ismail Hospital for Women and 
Children i Bangalore] ; 4), Ghousia Hospital (Bang- 
rilore) ; -■). Kacjeer Mohnrtnnad Hospital i Ootac- 

asnond) i 6). Jar.oo Ha&ean Hospital (DhorajU Bha¬ 
rat); 7). Memor, Hospital {Hyderabad, Sind); B), 
Ban tv a Memon Hospital (Karachi); 9), Cure Centre 
Hospital <Sukkur)s 10), Rajkot Meanon Hospital 
t Karachi); and 12)* Dhoraji Khidznat Commitec Da- 
wukharva (Karachi), 


The orphanages established by the Mem on com¬ 
munity includei 

1), 2akar:a Patel Orphanage (Bombay); 2). Dadar 
Ui’pnariavi-.'r ( IV.y ba y j , 3 }. K;i Lchi Mcmo.u Orpimcingc 
(Bombay); 4). Abdullah Dawood Orphanage (lor 

Girls) (Bombay); b), Abdullah Maroon Orphanage 
(Karachi); 6), Hussain! Orphanage (Karachi); 7), 
Safoora Ba i Mcmon Girls Boarding House (Karachi); 
8). Edhi Mohtaj Khana (for Muslims and Non-Mus- 
Hms), 


f 

Tn 1982, the well-known industrialist, Mr, 
Ghulam Mohammad Recto, donated Rs,50 lacs for 
the establishment of a polytechnic institute in La¬ 
hore , 
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Personalities from the Memon community have 

■J 

earred tame and respect both within I’akist.m ;ird 
abroad for their notable contributions to the social 
and philanthropic fields. 5 c th Ahmed Da wood 
decorated with Hi al c-Pakistan , by the Government 
of Pakistan, for his social and educational services. 
Sitara- p e"'Khidmat was awarded to Mr. Mohammad 
Ali R» ngoonwah who served the business community 
tor ten years as President of Federation of Paksitan 
Chambers'of Commerce & Industry. Mr. Kasim Dada* 
who was also the District Governor of Rotary Inter 
national for a long time, was honoured with Sitara- 
e-fChidmat. Hajiani Khadija Bai was awarded several 

medals in recognition of her services lo the cause 
<j: education. Flap Mohammad Siddiq Polani T who 
v.as associated with the Bantva Me it. on Association 


lor about 2$ years- was, in J 978, ocie the Chairman 
of Ebrahirn Alihhai Charitable Trust, Prominent in¬ 
dustrialist, Mr. Abdullah Dadabboy , who has earned 
himself a place oi honour with hia contributions Lu 
the social and public welfare fields presently holds 
the prestigious office of General Secretary Motamar 
-e-AIam-e-Island. Mr, Abdul Jabbar Khamisanij well 
known businessman and ex-President of tbe Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce and Industry was, in 1984 , nomina 
ted by the Government as a member of the Sind 
Council. Mr , Ahmed E . el. Jailer has been the Chair¬ 


man of Pakistan Islamic Council for international 


Affairs. 1" he kite Mr. Abdul Sat tar Tell Pakoiawala 
extended his fullest cooperation for the settlement 
of the community in Karachi. Haji Asia Kayan also 
made significant contributions to the field si of settle¬ 
ment and public welfare. Mr, Moor Mohammad Uroos- 
wala is serving the public by being associated simul¬ 
taneously with several social service organisations, 
Mr. Mohammad Hussain Mehnats has been the Chair¬ 
man of the Finance Committee of the Karachi Metro¬ 


politan Corporation, Mr Abdul Ghafiar Xcli is also 
serving people from the platform of Rotary interna¬ 
tional* Mr. Ashraf Wall mo ham mad Tabani, who has 
also been Chairman of the Fisheries Board, the 
Cotton Board, and the Industrial Development bank. 




I 


i j ?, 















of Pakistan, is presently serving as the Governor 
ui" Sind. Another projTiinciit member of the communi¬ 
ty, Mr. Abdul Ghaffar Lakh an i made* in 1963, a 
contribution of Rs. 20 facs to the Aga Khan Medical 
University. And it is still fresh in our memories 
that during the 19 b 5 war, the Me mo n community 
had contributed Rs. 2 crores to the Defence Fund. 


■ 
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M HOURS AMBULANCE SERVICE, 
EMERGENCY CENTRES 
IN KARACHI AND PAKISTAN 


1. 

Mitnadar 

21 52 25 

22 64 42 

z. 

Mosa Line 

74 49 44 
74 48 64 

—s 

5 . 

Kharadar 

22 1C 37 

4 , 

Edhi Home 

Sohrab Goth 

6S 34 32 
67 44 84 

■f 

North Karachi 

65 45 97 

b5 16 83 

6, 

Nasim&had 

F 

61 18 11 

n 

i „ 

Qasba 

61 E2 08 

8. 

Korangi 

31 19 1C 

9, 

Landhi 


10. 

Mall* 


LI. 

Drig Colony 


12, 

B Hhadur A b a d 

42 33 34 

13. 

Clifton 

53 99 22 

14. 

Kemarl 


H. 

Civil Hospital 


18. 

Jinr.ab Hospital 


17, 

Abba si Shaded Hospital, 







1 s . 

Jacob Line 


19, 

Man dint 

T 


2 n . 

Hub Chowki 


2 i. 

Guro M-andar 


21. 

‘ r: 

Islamabad - R, Pindi 

32 7S 44 


Peshawar 

6 43 7 5 

24 . 

Hyderabad 

p 

2 5 8 2 2 

25. 

Mora 


26. 

Sul^kur 

8 5 7 11 
8 5 7 7 9 

27. 

Sibbi 


2S , 

i 

Quetta 

7 2 4 9 7 

29. 

Muhtar, 

3 12 4 3 

30. 

Rahim Yar Khan 


3 L. 

Sahiwal 


32. 

Lahore 

41 71 36 
41 71 76 

I 

33. 

J hoi um 


34. 

Mir Pur Kh-as 

2 4 4 4 

35. ■ 

Thatta 

+ 

3 1 EJ 

36. 

Larkaria 


37, 

Dadu 

# 

3ft 

Faisals bad 
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PAKISTAN 


’ Abous Sariar Edhi was born an 2Sth December, 1932, m Ban:va., a 
village in L^jrat, India. Er.gjg.eiJ r unself in rcguUr social service in 1949. 
From 1949 to 1974 worked with dJlferen" organizations Jjke BuriLYiiVtemon . 
$eva Samiti, Ban tv a Volunteer Corps, Young Muslim Association. MBCinah 
m'elfare Association and .Uaeinah I rust etc. 

Ir. J"554 set up his own dispensary under Barieva Volunteer Corps, 
nought Ns first Ari'Qjiance Var in 1959 for Ra. 2.4DO/- and learned driving., 
in 19&0- In 196k Tlarried Bilqees who was a trainee ifc his dispensary.’ 1 '' 
Founded Edihi Welfare Centre on 2Sth MoVcmher. 39?4, Edhi Trust was 
established by him with a fdnd t>f Rs. 5,003/- duly. Today its Annual 
Budget has touched the figure ol 50 Million R ipees. 

Mauiana Jives a very sir-ipl* -i:e. His breakfast consists ol left-over 
loaf of bread baked one day earlier. For 40 years his dress has been Kurt-a 
and Pyjama rnaoe o; gray < loth. Never at any t me ~hs 7 ossussed more 
ih.&n two such pairs* A pair cl chappals made of plastic material covers 
his. lee: and i: b changed alter a year and a hall when it begirt Id g ; ye 
ou:. Far the past 40 years fie has beer using one «f il«- wooden benches 
in his dispensary to sleep on. 

g 

‘ As a member ol VUjllsHr-Sbuora (Feceral Legislature ! uan: .lj, he 
never uses ;ne privileges cf a V.I.P.. nor posed as such. He chargee, no 
travelUnjl atl&wanee or daily allowance for attending its meanings anc 
always travelled jn secants dess (lower class) Railway compartment, He 
stayed in hotel where the r jmn L^rili wjS only Ks. J j/-a day. Me w&uld 
travel by public Buses to ^ to the Assembly Hal.. 

|\t;*er in his 42 years of soua. service has he Knocked any doer lor 
dmatiaps. During the fasting month of Ramazan, people stand ir a rjueue 
waiting for their turn td give donations* 

He iv the iirst individual of the Muslim World whe I .os given GHI'SL 
(pTL-scribed bath) wim ,j i is own hands to about 20.030 unct&rrec Lead 
bodies and arranged iheir burial. Ldhi Irus: new.has a Meet of I 7 'j ambu¬ 
lances vans attaebtsd to 24'Centres lit Karachi and ID Centres in other 
cities of Pakistan. About 2.U0G unclaimed or abandoned children, crpians 
ant: o.sablcd or distressed nen ant! women an lodgec in Lchi Certros 
where they ar? led and clothed and given medical care — all without ?.ny 
charge, His wile, Btiqees, ass.sts him In T7ioit of his social work, 

Ir the field of s.r)"al service and human,tor lari worki the Edhi Trust 
Is perhaps the first establishment whose budget has increased $Mk thousand 
limes In o years without any ouc ar gr.ui? Jruin the Government. 

















































































